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Beaudoin’sBeaudoin’s
MarathonMarathon

• Full Service • L.P. Refueler
• Open 7 Days • Convenience

A Week Store

• ICE • BATTERIES • TIRES

(906) 477-6900

U.S. 2   -- NAUBINWAYU.S. 2   -- NAUBINWAY

MARATHON

Top of the Lake 
Snowmobile Museum

Antique Snowmobiles • Snowmobile Prototypes
Snowmobile Memorabilia and Gift Shop

42 Miles West of the Mackinac Bridge
W11660 US-2, Naubinway • 477-6298

$5 Admission • 16 & Under FREE
www.snowmobilemuseum.com

HOMETOWN
INDEPENDENT BANKING

Since 1917

W11965 US-2, 
NAUBINWAY
(906) 477-6432

Hours: Mon-Thurs. 9-4 • Fri. 9-5

1ST NATIONAL BANK
of ST. IGNACE

Visit our Web site and sign up 
for Mobile Banking

www.fnbsi.com

Naubinway Branch
(906) 477-6263
Newberry Branch
(906) 293-5160
North Bay Branch
(906) 643-8162

Moran Twp. Branch
(906) 643-7590

Mackinac Island Branch
(906) 847-3732

Les Cheneaux Branch
(906) 484-2262

132 North State Street, St. Ignace
(906) 643-6800

24-Hour 
ATM

And Across The Street

1st - Polaris 1969 Mustang • 2nd - 8x8 Storage Shed or $500 Cash 
3rd - $100 Gas Card“Poker Runs” Print by Kevin Daniels 

4th - Garden Center • 5th - $50 Cash

Top of the Lake Swap Meet

Fall FestAnnual 
Naubinway

10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Naubinway Pavilion

VALLIER’S
! Beer ! Wine

! Groceries
! Fresh Meats ! Ice  

! Hardware
Fishing & Hunting Licenses

! Lottery ! Liquor

U.S. 2 - Naubinway
(906) 477-6261

St. Ignace • (906) 643-8830

Welcome to
Fall Fest!

Enjoy Responsibly.

KING’S 
FISH MARKET 

RETAIL
• Smoked Fish
• Souvenirs
• The Junk Shop
Antiques • Collectibles

and Junk Sale
Hwy. US-2, Naubinway, MI 49762

906-477-6311

UNTING for a CHAIN 
SAW?

We’ve got the one for you!

Cut River
Small Engine Repair

(906) 292-5496
W5367 Cut River Road,

Epoufette, MI 49762

8th Annual

and Auction Tickets: 
1 for $5 • 3 for $10Raffle Drawing: 3 p.m.

$5 Admission
free with a current 

museum membership 
$10 - 2 place trailer     $20 - 4 place trailer

Swap Meet fee includes free admission to Museum
Auction for any Recreational item begins at 2:15

Any Recreational Vehicles Welcome

Saturday,
September 13

Full Menu Served 11 a.m. - 8 p.m.

PINE
&

DINE Happy Hour
Tuesdays 5-7 p.m.
Fridays 5-7 p.m.

1/2 Price 
Homemade Pizza 

on Thursdays 
4-8 p.m.

Food & Spirits
Club Keno 

& Pull Tabs
Main Street, Engadine 

906-477-1082 

Arts & Crafts
Homemade Pies

Tribal Elder’s 
Whitefish 

Sandwiches 
Big Mac Pack Brats 

& Corndogs 

Restaurant & Bar

(Back, from left) Debbie Williams, Rochelle Bishop, Cheryl Holton, and Rick Holton join their mother,
Iva Holton (front) to watch their 91-year-old father, Ward Holton of Ovid, drive across the Mackinac
Bridge in the antique tractor parade Friday, September 5. “He drove across with a grandson this year,
but he’s still doing all the driving!” Mrs. Williams said.

By Tory Cooney
Spectators began gathering by the

Mackinac Bridge tollbooths well be-
fore 7 a.m. Friday, September 5.
They huddled in their cars to avoid
the mud and rain and shrugged on
ponchos or raincoats as they
emerged, but those were their only
concessions to the weather. They
were here for the tractors.

“You’ve got to get here early if
you want a front-row seat!” said Dan
Waltz of Mason, adjusting his lawn
chair. “The weather’s nasty, but
worth weathering. There’s nowhere
else in the U.S. where this happens.”

Despite heavy rain and an hour

and twenty minute delay of the 9
a.m. start-time, the seventh annual
Owosso Tractor Parts Antique Trac-
tor Show and Parade drew hundreds
of spectators. Not only did they
gather at the bridge to watch 910 an-
tique and vintage tractors rumble
across, but they stretched along US-
2 and in downtown St. Ignace to see
them make their way to Little Bear
East Arena, where the tractors were
displayed until 5 p.m. Saturday, Sep-
tember 6. The tractors paraded
through town again Saturday at 5:30
p.m.

“There were no major difficulties,
it was just a waiting game,” said

Mackinac Bridge Authority bridge
services manager Dean Steiner. “We
could tell it was going to move, it just
wasn’t moving fast enough.”

Thursday, September 4, the trac-
tors were staged in Mackinaw City,
where they were also available for
display. Viewers were shuttled back
and fourth between the staging area
and the parking lot on Central Av-
enue by an antique tractor-towed
“people mover” free of charge.

“It’s just something you should see
once, whether you’re into tractors or
not,” said Connie Thornburg of
Ovid, who attended the show with
her children, grandchildren, and hus-
band. The family had six members
driving in the parade. Dick Thorn-
burg, her husband, has participated

every year since the show began.
“It just keeps getting bigger and

bigger,” Mrs. Thornburg said. “It’s
amazing. I’m glad the rain let up.
You don’t want to miss this.”

People come from across the
country to participate, though they
have to belong to a tractor club to do
so. One group from Ixonia, Wiscon-
sin rode their tractors more than 400
miles to St. Ignace. It took them three
days.

“You’re not [often] allowed to
drive across the Mackinac Bridge in
an open-air antique tractor, so when
you get the chance, you have to take
it,” explained Mr. Waltz, who drove
in the parade a few years ago.

“It’s like being a little kid on a ride
at the amusement park,” said David
Roehl of Ixonia. “It’s just so much
fun.” 

Ward Holton of Ovid, 91, partici-
pated in the parade for the second
time this year, driving a vintage John
Deere Tractor across the bridge with-
out any assistance, although he did
let a grandson ride with him.

“He gets a big grin on his face,”

said his wife of 69 years, Iva Holton.
“You can barely see the tractor, he’s
grinning so widely.”

Four generations of the Holton
family were represented at the event.

“We came from everywhere,” said
his daughter, Debbie Williams. One
of his grandsons flew in from Cali-
fornia, and another was flying in
from Texas to attend the show.

The tractor Mr. Holton rode was
borrowed from a friend, but he also
brought a tractor of his own to dis-
play. His son drove it across the
bridge on a trailer owing to its age —
Mr. Holton’s father bought it new in
1937.

“Ward was the first person to drive
it. He was 14 and he took it off the

truck and he loved it,” Mrs. Holton
said. “Then his older brothers kicked
him off so they could have a try.”

The tractor left the family for a
time when a collector purchased it.
The collector lived nearby, however,
and Mr. Holton’s son bought the trac-
tor back for his father’s birthday.

The event has an amazing way of
bringing families together, said Bob
Baumgras, the event organizer. 

“I think that’s one of my favorite
parts,” he said.

One of the other attractions is the
tractors themselves.

Joe Burda of DeTour and Joe Ver-
non of Sugar Island have attended

Show Draws 910 Antique Tractors of All Makes and Models to St. Ignace

Ward Holton and his grandson, Dalton Perrien, arrive on the north side of the Mackinac Bridge Friday,
September 5, in the antique tractor parade. Family members came from across the country to see the 91-year-
old man drive across the bridge for a second time. Katie Waters waves enthusiastically at them from the
side of the road. (Photograph by William Morris)

Land Clearing ~ Site Preparation
Foundation Excavation

Septic Tanks • Systems • Drain Fields
Water & Sewer Installations________________________________

COMMERICAL SNOWPLOWING________________________________
115 Elliott Street • St. Ignace • 906-643-9595 (906) 632-6661 • 1-800-635-6661

1129 E.!Easterday Ave., 
Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783

www.uptire.com 

TPMS
TIRE PRESSURE

MONITORING
SYSTEM SERVICE

During the 58th anniversary of the
Labor Day Mackinac Bridge Walk,
58 swimmers will make their way
between Michigan’s two peninsulas,
according to a plan announced by en-
durance swimmer Jim Dreyer.

The 2015 Mighty Mac Swim will
be September 7 and all proceeds will
go to Habitat for Humanity of Michi-
gan affiliates to be used for neighbor-
hood revitalization.

A Labor Day swim across the
Mackinac Straits was held in 2007 to
commemorate the bridge’s 50th an-
niversary. Mr. Dreyer, who led
“Team Dire Straits” that year, will
lead a group again for the upcoming
swim.

The pre-qualification process for
participants began August 29 and
registration will continue until No-
vember 30, 2014. The first 58 people
to meet qualifications will be ac-
cepted for the swim, but prospective
swimmers can continue to register as
alternates. There is an entry fee of
$200.

In a preliminary event July 4,
2015, Mr. Dreyer intends to swim
from St. Ignace to Mackinac Island,
towing a barge carrying a sport utility
vehicle. He hopes that his swim will
draw attention to the Labor Day
event. The vehicle will be raffled
near the walkers’ and swimmers’
common finish line.

Dreyer Labor Day Mighty Mac
Swim Announced for 2015

Turn to page 14: Tractors
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!e sta" and Directors of the 
Mackinac Island Medical Center 

wish to thank everyone who 
donated, worked or attended the 
August Medical Center Benefit.   

!is year we remember 
Kay Hoppenrath and Alice Myron who retired this year. 

We thank them for their years of service.
Special thanks to the Musser family, Grand Hotel, 
Vic Callewaert and Trisha Bunker for selling raffle

tickets, David Levy, Sue Myron and Rosalie Roush 
and Sharon Hahn for collecting auction items.

Tractors Parade Across Mackinac Bridge as Spectators Cheer Them On

Rain didn’t dampen the enthusiasm of spectators gathered just north of the Mackinac Bridge tollbooths to watch the 7th annual Owosso
Antique Tractor Parade Friday, September 5. The parade included 910 antique and vintage tractors from across the country. Visible in the
background is the Mackinac Bridge.

At left: At the display at Little
Bear East Arena, Bill Perry of the
County Line Antique Tractor
Club, also known as “Oil Can the
Clown,” uses a hidden lever be-
neath his left thumb to raise the
tractor’s lift arms without touch-
ing the hydraulic control. “It
fools all the little kids and some of
the adults, too!” he said.  The fea-
ture on his 1955 Ferguson tractor
was intended to automatically
raise the tractor implement if it
hit a rock.

Crowds flock to the antique tractor show held at Little Bear East Arena in St. Ignace Saturday, Sep-
tember 6.

More than 900 vintage and antique tractors crossed the Mackinac
Bridge in a parade Friday, September 5. The parade was delayed
nearly an hour and a half owing to heavy rain, but spectators and par-
ticipants were patient, show organizer Bob Baumgras said. 

Tractors: from page 13
tractor shows for more years than
they care to admit, and both have
collected tractors in the past, al-
though they only attended this show
as spectators.

“It’s a great show,” said Mr. Ver-
non. “I love tractors, and here you
see a lot of variety. All of the brands
are represented, and it’s nice to see
both the originals and tractors re-
stored to a better condition than they
were when they left the factory.  It’s
just incredible.”

The rain cleared by Friday after-
noon, drawing even more spectators
to enjoy to mass of green, red, or-
ange, and yellow machinery outside
Little Bear East Arena. Some of the
tractors left Friday night, but the
turnout on Saturday was good, as
well, said Mr. Baumgras.

“It’s been good,” he said. “We got
pretty wet and had to delay, but
everyone stuck to it and we made it
happen.”


