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Members of the Mackinaw City Cub Scout Pack 3383 participated in a statewide initiative to hike the
entirety of the Iron Belle Trail, which runs from Belle Isle to Iron Mountain and incorporates portions
of the North Country Trail. Pictured Saturday, June 6, on National Trails Day are (front, from
left) Warren Knack, Landon Whitman, Austin Gofourth, Jacob Gofourth (who was celebrating his
fourth birthday), Jeffrey Siebigteroth, Naiomi Knack; (back) Boy Scout Troop 57 Leader Steve Gofourth,
Mandi Barrett, Laurie Siebigteroth, and Rich Knack. After some spent the night camping in Straits State
Park at St. Ignace, the group ventured down a portion of the Petoskey to Mackinaw Trail Saturday
morning as groups of scouts across the state covered six-mile long sections of the Iron Belle Trail. 

Cub Scouts Participate in State Trail Walk
Mackinaw City 

By Tory Cooney
“It really doesn’t smell at all, once

it’s fermented,” Dave Thurston said,
holding out a bottle of brown,
opaque liquid. He’s right. It smells
a little oily, with a tang of vinegar,
more like a salad dressing than a
fertilizer primarily composed of fish
innards.

Mr. Thurston has loved growing
things since he was a small boy
helping his mother in the garden. He
also loves experimenting with new
things. When those two interests
met at his 12-acre Moran hobby
farm last summer, he set himself to
the task of making his own, all-nat-
ural fertilizer.

“We raise rabbits, so we use rab-
bit manure, but we also have a lot of
fish by-products in this area, so I de-
cided to try and make something out

of that,” he said.
He initially tried letting fish re-

mains decompose on their own, but
the stench became unbearable. The
most common method for breaking
fish down into a fertilizer that does-
n’t smell involves cooking the fish
parts, but that destroys the nutrients
that make fish-based fertilizers so
healthy for plants.

So he set out to make the less-
common fish hydrolysate fertilizer.

To make the fertilizer, Mr. Thurston
combines fish parts with water,
milk, sugar, enzymes, and acids, then
leaves the mixture to ferment in
plastic barrels. Four to six weeks
later, the liquid is strained and bot-
tled. The process roughly resembles
the same method used to make yo-
gurt, and can only be completed
during the summer when weather

conditions are conducive to the
process, Mr. Thurston said.

More than 1,000 pounds of fish
parts from the nearby Mackinac
Straits Fish Company went into Mr.
Thurston’s first batch of fertilizer, re-
sulting in 250 gallons. Of that, 70 gal-
lons remain. The fertilizer is stored in
containers donated for that purpose
by friends. The three bottles on dis-
play in his Bertrand Street chiroprac-
tic office originally held juice.

Some of the fertilizer has been used
on the Thurston family’s Moran prop-
erty, where they grow garlic, raspber-
ries, currants, gooseberries, grapes,
herbs, apples, and mulberries. In ad-
dition to fertilizing the soil with the
fish hydrosol, Mr. Thurston has
sprayed some on the leaves of his
berry bushes and fruit trees.

“We had an amazing crop of

everything, especially given how
cold last summer was,” Mr.
Thurston said. “A lot of other people
report back to me that they’re happy
with it, too.”

The fertilizer’s impact on friends’
violets and geraniums has helped
spread the word and Mr. Thurston
has begun receiving orders by
phone from people in St. Ignace,
Moran, and Mackinac Island.

If the demand continues to in-
crease, he hopes to increase produc-
tion this year. Mr. Thurston is
working with other area fish mar-
kets to secure the raw materials
needed for the fertilizer, which he
sells for $15 a gallon. It must be
well diluted for use. Mr. Thurston is
beginning his first batch of the sum-
mer this week and expects it to be
completed in June. 

Northern Wings Repair, owned by
David Goudreau, and A.J. Downey,
one of its employees, were among
those honored by the Michigan
Works Association at its second an-
nual Prosperity Awards presentation
in Lansing April 29.

Northern Wings Repair of New-
berry is a minority and disabled-vet-
eran owned company providing a
diverse selection of parts, material,
repairs, manufacturing, and logistics
support to projects and programs
from virtually anywhere, and was
recognized as a local employer sup-
porting its community.

Eastern Upper Peninsula Michi-
gan Works recently worked with
Northern Wings Repair to identify
and hire qualified workers like A.J.
Downey, who was also honored at
the awards ceremony.

“A.J. is one of the best invest-

ments that Michigan Works and
Northern Wings ever made,” said
Northern Wings Repair’s David
Goudreau. “Michigan Works’ offer
to assist in his initial training helped
defray the expense of his initial train-
ing, and the rest is pure success.”

“Northern Wings Repair is a great
local employer doing fantastic things
for our community, and A.J. is a big
part of that,” said State Representa-
tive John Kivela (D-Marquette). “It’s
no wonder they’re being honored by
state organizations for their work in
the Upper Peninsula.”

The Prosperity Awards are an op-
portunity for state leaders to recog-
nize the work of job makers and local
workers successfully paired through
Michigan Works demand-driven
approach to talent development.
Dozens of honorees from across the
state received awards presented by

their local lawmakers and state work-
force development officials.

“Michigan Works are meeting the
demands of area job creators and re-
building the Upper Peninsula’s econ-
omy, one job at a time,” said State
Senator Wayne Schmidt (R-Traverse
City), who represents the Eastern
Upper Peninsula. “Their partnership
with area employers is producing
tremendous success stories we can
all be proud of.”

Award winners included job mak-
ers, workers, Michigan Works agen-
cies, and others from across the state.

“Michigan Works is on the front
lines meeting the talent demands of
employers, responding to the unique
needs of each community, and en-
gaging community leaders to influ-
ence change,” said Jeff Hagan, CEO
of Eastern Upper Peninsula Michi-
gan Works. 

By Paul Gingras
A tale reflecting moods

that change with the weather,
Cedarville author Helen
Shoberg’s latest book, “Cu-
mulus Clarence Cloud Nine,”
is for youngsters who want
a good story and children
just learning to read. 

Written and illustrated by
Mrs. Shoberg, the text re-
flects the experiences of a
cloud, the ninth in his clus-
ter, floating through weather
ranging from a benign sum-
mer day to the rigors of a
tornado. The book was in-
spired by two previously
published stories written for
Mrs. Shoberg’s family. She
has five children, nine grand-
children, and 12 great grand-
children, and she is still
brimming with stories at 96
years of age. 

Clarence the cloud starts
out contentedly floating through a
beautiful sunny sky high over the
landscape and talking to an older
mentor, Thackery Thunder. When
the weather changes, he becomes a
thick fog at the ground and watches
headlights pierce his haze. Later
,while floating over the plains,
Clarence is sucked into a tornado,
an experience that dramatically
changes his disposition. Out at sea,
he becomes part of a hurricane.
When it’s over, he rains and cries
all day. As a more experienced
cloud, Clarence eventually finds
himself floating through a splendid

blue sky once again. 
The descriptive book is ideal for

children three to four years old,
Mrs. Shoberg says, and it offers a
bit of information about clouds and
weather. 

Her third book in five years, this
latest story follows rabbit and a
squirrel stories entitled “Buford
Bunny’s Pie Trouble” and “Scamper-
ing Seifreid’s Adventure.” Mrs.
Shoberg, a columnist for The St.
Ignace News and Les Cheneaux Is-
lands Weekly Wave, has also pub-
lished “Random Thoughts: A Book
of Poetry” and a history of early vis-

itors and lodging called
“Early Hotels of the Les
Cheneaux Islands.” 

Mrs. Shoberg says
composing for children
stretches her imagination
and conjures up child-
hood memories.

“At 96, its good to get
back into my childhood,”
she said. “Writing takes
you off in a different
world. It’s a wonderful
hobby, if you have the
desire to do it.” 

She encourages people
with a story in mind to de-
velop and publish it. She
also promotes writing
memoirs. Mrs. Shoberg is
recording her experiences
for the benefit of her fam-
ily. Born in 1918 on the
heels of World War I, she
experienced World War II,
the Great Depression, and,

even in those difficult times,  recalls
many fond memories of experiences
with her family. 

Mrs. Shoberg will distribute the
book from local bookstores and at
Pine Cone Gifts and Les Che-
neaux Historical Museum. 

Her next project involves writ-
ing about local figure Dave Sug-
den of Marquette Island. A reclusive
man who never wore shoes, Bare-
foot Dave perished in a fire at his
cabin. Well known locally during
the 1930s and 1940s, Barefoot
Dave enjoyed giving nicknames to
area children. 

With a Hobby Farm in Moran, Thurston Sets Out to Make His Own Fish Fertilizer

At left: This summer, Dave Thurston
may expand production of his fish hy-
drolysate fertilizer, one bottle of which is
seen here. The fertilizer not only nour-
ishes the plants on his 12-acre Moran
property, but also in his garden on
Bertrand Street, pictured here.

Northern Wings Repair, a Luce County business, received special recognition at a statewide Michigan
Works Association Prosperity Awards ceremony. Shown (from left) are Jeff Hagan, CEO of Eastern Upper
Peninsula Michigan Works, Senator Wayne Schmidt, A.J. Downey of Northern Wings Repair, and Dave
Goudreau, also of Northern Wings Repair. Mr. Goudreau is originally from St. Ignace. His parents are
Don and Dana Goudreau of Rexton.

Helen Shoberg to Release Children’s Book

Helen Shoberg with her new book “Cumulus
Clarence Cloud Nine” at her home in Cedarville
Friday, May 15. 

Northern Wings Repair Earns Prosperity Award

By Erich T. Doerr
As the new supervisor of Straits

State Park in St. Ignace, Charlie
Maltby of Cheboygan will oversee
the operations of this and 20 other
Michigan Department of Natural
Resources-run facilities across
Mackinac and Chippewa counties,
including the Lime Island State
Recreation Area, nine boating ac-
cess sites such as the DeTour State
Dock, six trailheads, and four
campgrounds. 

“I’m happy to be on board
here,” Mr. Maltby said. “Let’s see
what the summer brings.”

Straits State Park covers 181
acres of property on the northern
shoreline of the Straits of Mack-
inac near the Mackinac Bridge in
St. Ignace and Moran Township.
Mr. Maltby will be in charge of
making sure all maintenance is up
to date, performing safety inspec-
tions, and overseeing the park’s
daily operations, management, and
staff. His first few weeks on the
job have included learning about
all of the facilities he will oversee.
The sites in his area stretch from
the Hog Island Point State Forest
Campground near Naubinway to
the 980-acre Lime Island’s park
and boating access sites on Drum-
mond Island. 

“We’ve got a good staff going
into the summer,” Mr. Maltby
said. “Reservation-wise, we will
be busy.”

He was previously the supervi-
sor at both Brimley State Park and
Otsego Lake State Park. He was
Straits State Park’s lead ranger for
one year in the late 2000s before
being promoted to the job in Brim-
ley. He also once served as a

ranger at the Mackinac Island
State Park.

Straits State Park “is a unique
park,” Mr. Maltby said. “I like its
position on the lakes… We have
unique views of the bridge and
passing freighters.”

Mr. Maltby joined the DNR in
1993, when he accepted his first
position at Cheboygan’s Aloha
State Park and has worked for the
organization for almost every year

since, taking a one-year sabbatical
to run a movie theater in Macki-
naw City before rejoining the de-
partment. Mr. Maltby loves the
outdoors and its activities, includ-
ing hunting, boating, and fishing.
He is pleased his new position at
the Straits will allow him to over-
see state harbors.

Straits State Park approved a

Maltby Becomes Straits State Park Supervisor

Cheboygan resident Charlie Maltby became the new supervisor at
Straits State Park in St. Ignace in May. He is now in charge of over-
seeing the park’s management, daily operations, and staff as well as
those of other Department of Natural Resources facilities in Mackinac
County and Chippewa County. Mr. Maltby is pictured here in the
bridge overlook area that offers a scenic view of both the park and
Mackinac Bridge.

Turn to page 6:Maltby


