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Rendezvous at the Straits Celebrates Culture
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Corvettes Converge at Straits Craft Fairs Highlight Weekend

Curtis’ 15th annual Labor Day
weekend Art on the Lake show will
take place Saturday, August 30,

from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Erick-
son Center for the Arts park. It will
include art displays, a silent auc-

tion, a children’s parade, food ven-
dors, and music. 

Art in the Park will be Sunday,
August 31, at Cedarville Waterfront
Park on Hodeck Street. The event

will include live music by Marty
Feldhake, art, and art demonstra-
tions from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Artists will be ready to describe
their technique to the public. Owing

By Erich T. Doerr
The 57th annual Mackinac Bridge

Walk will take place Labor Day
Monday, September 1, from 7 a.m.
to 11 a.m. The bridge walk is the
only time pedestrians are allowed to
traverse the Mackinac Bridge and
40,000 participants are expected to
make the crossing. Michigan Gover-

By Erich T. Doerr
Brad Erskine has been named the

Newberry Correctional Facility’s
2014 Corrections Officer of the Year.
He was selected to receive the award
by his fellow staff members at the
prison.

“It is very humbling,” Mr. Erskine
said. “It’s something I didn’t think
about or ask for. I just did my job and
tried to do my best.”

Sisters Aazhaaniise (behind) and Benayshi Keller both danced at
the Rendezvous at the Straits Powwow at the Father Marquette
National Memorial Friday, August 22, through Sunday, August 24.
The yoke of Aazhaaniise’s regalia was once worn by her mother.

The Corvette Crossroads Auto Show Saturday, August 23, concluded with a Corvette parade over the
Mackinac Bridge to St. Ignace. A total of 174 Corvettes took part in the parade, with the cars making the
crossing in several groups. Here a red C3 Corvette from Illinois leads the way with several packs of
Corvettes visible on the bridge following it as the convoy approaches the Upper Peninsula toll plaza. All
of the parade’s participants paid their bridge fare before beginning their crossing, and were allowed to
pass through the plaza without stopping. See article, page 10.

By Tory Cooney
The Rendezvous at the Straits Powwow, now in its

eighth year, brought family, friends, and newcomers
together at the Father Marquette National Memorial
west of St. Ignace Friday, August 22, through Sunday,
August 24. Multicolored satin ribbons fluttered from

cedar boughs, drumming and singing rang out across
the clearing, the dancers whirled on, and family and
friends celebrated their heritage.

“It was an excellent weekend,” event organizer
Darryl Brown said.  “We were blessed with really

Arts Dockside will return to the
St. Ignace City Marina Saturday,
August 30, and Sunday, August 31,
with 92 vendors. On Saturday, the

craft show will be from 9 a.m. to 6
p.m. and on Sunday, from 9 a.m. to
5 p.m.

“It’s at the marina, so the setting

is beautiful. It’s Labor Day week-
end, so people are getting ready to
walk the bridge. As long as the

Plans for a merger between
Mackinac Straits Health System
and MidMichigan Health will not
go through, although the two enti-
ties will continue to develop sur-
gery services in St. Ignace and
explore other projects. In the mean-
time, Mackinac Straits Health Sys-
tem will continue to explore
partnership opportunities in order to

Brad Erskine at home with his sons Nick (left) and Zach. Mr.
Erskine has been honored for exemplary service in his job at the
Newberry Correctional Facility.

St. Ignace to Host 37th Annual Arts Dockside

Cedarville Art in the Park Offers Demonstrations 

At Curtis, Art on the Lake Show Is Saturday
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Head male dancer Richard Lewis of Sault Ste. Marie makes his way past the cedar arbor in the center
of the dancing circle at Rendezvous at the Straits.



“It’s a great day for family fun,”
said Melissa Ronquist of the Erick-
son Center. “It brings a lot of people
into our community.”

This year some of the artworks
on display have the theme of “Cur-
tis on Canvas.” The Erickson Cen-
ter provided community members
with the art supplies to create them
earlier this year and the finished
pieces have been returned to be sold
at the show in the silent auction.
The event will also feature its “Park
Art” display that this year features
a colorful collection of kite art and
a series of yarn bombings, places
where fence posts and tree trunks in
the park have been covered in col-
orful crocheted patterns.

Throughout the summer, the Er-

ickson Center has held its sixth an-
nual photograph contest, where par-
ticipants take photographs across
the Upper Peninsula for judging at
the event. All of the entries will be
on display Saturday, with show
guests to vote to select which pho-
tograph will win the People’s
Choice Award. The other categories
will be judged before the show,
with all of the winners announced
at end of the day.

Music will be provided through-
out the day. The band The Hozz
will perform first from 10:30 a.m.
to 1 p.m., with the Jill Jack Band
taking over from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m.

Admission to Art on the Lake is
$1. Pets are not allowed. Both the
Erickson Center and its Waterfront
Gallery will be open during the
event. 

to its small scale, Art in the Park fa-
cilitates discussions between pa-
trons and artists regarding how their
creations came about. It’s a tradi-
tional aspect of the show. 

Put on by the Les Cheneaux Area
Artisan Cooperative, the event
began with demonstrations as the
main focus, and some artists con-
tinue to do them. Randy Dunn will
bring his forge, a popular attraction
that draws curious onlookers as he
transforms metal into art while of-
fering tales of hunting, fishing, and
camp cooking.

“I like to give people a taste of
the Upper Peninsula,” he explained. 

Art in the Park offers those who
missed the cooperative’s Music and
Arts Dockside event in July another
chance to peruse and purchase pho-
tography, jewelry, paintings, blown
glass, metal work, home made
soap, CDs, quilts, and other pieces
created by the organization’s 30
members. 

Mr. Dunn’s work has drawn at-
tention, and he recently learned he
has been chosen to produce a stain-

less steel bicycle rack for the City
of East Lansing. He will also auc-
tion work at Les Cheneaux Boat
Building School’s Beer Fest
fundraiser Friday, August 29. Diana
Grenier, producer of art for the an-
nual Les Cheneaux Islands Antique
Wooden Boat Show and Festival of
Arts, will auction work, also. 

For the Dunns, creativity runs in
the family. Mr. Dunn started out in
the mid-70s at Northern Michigan
University, where he learned to
weld. His daughter, Grace Dunn,
will go to NMU to study art and de-
sign this fall. 

Ten percent of the proceeds from
Art in the Park are used to fund the
cooperative’s events, including In-
side the Artists’ Studio: A Christ-
mas Open House in December, and
Art Hop, which proceeds through
mid-September. Art Hop entries are
on display throughout Cedarville
and Hessel, offering the public a
chance to cast ballots in apprecia-
tion of their favorite pieces. 

For more information about Art
in the Park or the Les Cheneaux
Area Artisan Cooperative, call
Randy Dunn at (906) 484-3064. 
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PPunt Pass & Kick
Hosted by:

TThe St. Ignace Recreation Department
Tuesday: September 9th, 2014
Time: 6:00 P.M. 
Location: St. Ignace High School 
Practice Field 429 W. Portage Road

All Participants Must Pre-Register 
at www.nflppk.com

Please visit www.nflppk.com first for any questions 
For additional questions, contact the 

St. Ignace Recreation Department 906-643-8676 

Cut River Small Engine Repair
(906) 292-5496

W5367 Cut River Road, Epoufette, MI 49762
Open Tuesday thru Friday. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Saturday 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. • Later by Appointment

*Mail-in rebate offer valid on select models between August 23 - September 7, 2014 at participating dealers. 
Visit your local Husqvarna dealer for complete details. While supplies last.

(906) 632-6661 • 1-800-635-6661

1129 E.!Easterday Ave., 
Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783

www.uptire.com 

TPMS
TIRE PRESSURE

MONITORING
SYSTEM SERVICE

Land Clearing ~ Site Preparation
Foundation Excavation

Septic Tanks • Systems • Drain Fields
Water & Sewer Installations________________________________

COMMERICAL SNOWPLOWING________________________________
115 Elliott Street • St. Ignace • 906-643-9595

ANGERMONUMENTS &MARKERS
(906)484-1202
Anger Monuments

Roger Anger, Owner
P.O. Box 148

Cedarville, MI 49719
Monumental Sales, Est. 1917

Sunburst Memorials TM

Serving the Eastern U.P. area & Northern Lower
In house appointments, evenings and weekends.

and shop.
City attempts to create more public

bicycle parking areas have seen little
advancement in the past decade.

Chief Riccinto encourages more
conversations among city officials,
horse companies, and ferry operators
to achieve better control.  

Members of the city’s Streets and
Sidewalks Committee have dis-

cussed some of these concerns, and
more meetings will likely be sched-
uled in the future to come up with so-
lutions, Mayor Margaret Doud has
said. 

Continued monitoring and im-
promptu traffic control will have to
suffice until then.

“You do what you can to keep
everybody as safe as you can,” Chief
Riccinto said. “Presence is key.”

Traffic: from page 7

Art in Park: from page 1

Curtis: from page 1

On Mackinac Island: No Cars, But
Plenty of Busy Downtown Traffic

Art in the Park Will Be Sunday

Curtis Offers Art on the Lake

Pickford Sets Reading Challenge

good weather and everyone’s been
having a good time.”

The powwow drew many of the
people who attended last year, as
well as many new faces, he said.
This year’s powwow attracted peo-
ple from further away than ever
before, including many from com-
munities in Canada. It is open to the
public with a goal of teaching spec-
tators about Native American tradi-
tions. Vendors of crafts offer their
goods at booths arranged around
the central dancing circle. Host
drum was Sturgeon Bay from
Petoskey and Bahweting from Sault
Ste. Marie co-hosted. White Frost
Sobriety Drum from Ontario was
an invited drum.

Head dancer veteran was Gene
Reid of White Cloud, head male
dancer was Richard Lewis of Sault
Ste. Marie, and head female dancer
was Marguerite Disharme from On-
tario.

John David Duncan, a French-
speaking Canadian from Quebec,
who now lives in Windsor, Ontario,
said that he feels a powerful con-
nection to the area owing to his her-
itage.

“This was my land too, this area,
though a lot of people have forgot-
ten. We are family here,” Mr. Dun-
can said.

Bryan Myers of Montague at-
tended with his daughter, Emma.
They are members of The Sault Ste.
Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians

but also descended from the Mack-
inac Band, so they feel a deeper
connection to their ancestry at the
Rendezvous at the Straits than
anywhere else, Mr. Myers said.
They’ve been attending the ren-
dezvous for five years now.

“We just love it. It’s smaller and
out here [at the Father Marquette
memorial], which is wonderful. It

was great when it was in town, it at-
tracted more people, but I like it
like this. It’s private. It’s about the
dancing and the culture.”

Nibbs Prescott of Kalamazoo has
danced in powwows around the
state for the past seven years and at-
tended the rendezvous for the first
time this weekend.

“The head veteran told me about
it,” he said. “I like dancing it be-
cause there are others who can’t do
it and I’m dancing for them.”

Mr. Prescott said that he also

Rendezvous at the Straits Powwow: ‘It’s About the Dancing and the Culture’
likes seeing the children dancing.
Many others in attendance agreed
with him.

“This is a way we teach our tra-
ditional dances and our traditional
ways to our children,” Mr. Brown
said. “That’s one of the biggest rea-
sons we have to do this. It feels like
a responsibility.”

Bayzhi Matrious, of Sault Ste.
Marie, brought her two daughters
— Aazhaaniise and Benayshi
Keller, five and two years old, re-
spectively — after her sister con-
vinced her to attend the powwow.

“She’d been trying to get us to
come down here for a while, but
this is the first year she succeeded
and I’m loving it,” she said. “It’s
just beautiful here.”

She sewed both of her daughters’
regalia, except for her eldest daugh-
ter’s yoke. That particular piece be-
longed to her when she was a child.

“It’s good to be able to pass it on
and to see them enjoying the danc-
ing,” Ms. Matrious said.

The event not only brings people
together from a wide geographic
range, but it also helps to connect
people across time, said Sam Doyle
of DeTour Village. Mr. Doyle was
one of the fire keepers at the event,
responsible for keeping a sacred
fire lit perpetually throughout the
powwow. He has been tending fires
at the rendezvous for four or five
years, he said. 

“Part of this is about our people

Summer Mellon, of Garden River, Ontario, dances with a fancy
shawl at the Rendezvous at the Straits Powwow at the Father Mar-
quette National Memorial Friday, August 22, through Sunday, August
24. She has been dancing since she was six years old and attended the
powwow with her parents.

“This was my land
too, this area, though
a lot of people have
forgotten. We are
family here.”

John David Duncan,
Windsor, Ontario

Rendezvous: from page 1

Turn to page 14: Rendezvous

The 2014 Scholastic Reading
Challenge will continue through
Friday, September 5, at the Pick-
ford Community Library. Partici-
pants have logged in 126,232
reading minutes so far. Not only
are they helping the United States
set a new world record for read-
ing, they’re setting Pickford’s first
community record.

The program has gained 16
readers in the last two weeks and
there are now 125 participants
who are pushing for the 150,000-
minutes mark by September 5.
There will be a joint celebration at
the school and the library in the

fall, and all participants will be ac-
knowledged and rewarded. 

The Pickford Community Li-
brary is partnering with Pickford
Public Schools and area home-
schooling families to offer all
local students an opportunity to
participate in the 2014 Scholastic
Reading Challenge. Participants
can log in their reading minutes
online from any computer. In ad-
dition, there is a computer at the
library dedicated for participants
to log in their reading minutes. 

For more information, call the
library at (906) 647-1288.
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Complete Line of Building 
Supplies and Hardware
Lumber • Electrical • Plumbing

Roofing • Siding • Windows • Doors
Tools • Paints • Treated Materials 

Power Equipment • Cement Products
• QUALITY!CRAFTSMANSHIP• FREE ESTIMATES •

Whiskey
River

Construction, Inc.

Celebrating our 27th Year!
Whiskey River Lumber & Hardware

Powwow Focuses on Positive Energy While Honoring Ancestral Traditions 
dancing with our ancestors the way
they used to dance,” he said. “It’s
about doing things the way our an-
cestors did and passed on to us, it’s
a way of honoring them.”

Aaron Payment, Sault Tribe
chairman, attended the event as a
private citizen. The tribe supported
the event, but did not host it, he
said.

“It’s so great to keep our tradi-
tions alive,” he said.  “This pow-
wow I really like because it’s kind
of relaxed with a really friendly
vibe. Everyone is really pleased to
see each other and just come to-
gether to share our culture.”

Rendezvous: from page 13

Sonja Killips of Bay Mills dances in a yellow jingle dress at the Rendezvous at the Straits Powwow. 

At right:
Carl Andress
of Hessel re-
pairs his war
shield with
the help of his
four-year-old
granddaugh-
ter, Harley
Schlehuber.
He handmade
all of his own
regalia and
most of the
pieces are 40
years old.

Summer Mellon (left) and Isabella Addington prepare together for a fancy shawl dance at the Ren-
dezvous at the Straits Powwow.

At right: Veterans were hon-
ored with a presentation of staffs
at the beginning of each day of
the Rendezvous at the Straits
Powwow. The gathering was held
at the Father Marquette National
Memorial Friday, August 22,
through Sunday, August 23.


