
By Tory Cooney
A beagle in Moran has become an International Field Champion, one of

only eight such dogs living in the Midwest and the only one in the Upper
Peninsula. Her name is Big Creek Nobarz, and she overcame a life-threat-
ening illness to earn the coveted distinction in an Ontario competition No-
vember 30. For her owner, Mike Johnson, the achievement is the story of
a dog’s remarkable recovery, and for the whole Johnson family, the training
of these competition dogs has become a shared pursuit.
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Field Survey Shows Birds May Have Headed South Early 

Moran Beagle 
Is Rare Champion

Three Sought to
Fill Planning Seats

Hogan Fettig with his grandfather’s dog, Big Creek Nobarz, a 15-
inch female beagle that has been named an international field cham-
pion. (Johnson family photograph)

Johnson Family Shares in Training of Field Dogs

By Paul Gingras
The Clark Township Planning Commission is seeking three new members.

Nine citizens serve on the  commission that guides how land is used locally.
Commissioners deliberate building projects that require special attention and
work with the master plan, which outlines the community’s vision for future
development.

“You look to the future and say, okay, this is what we want our community
to look like and these are the rules that make it that way,” said Jeff Davis, a

At left: Steve Baker of Indian River (left) and Ed Pike of Cross Vil-
lage scout for birds from the road deck of the Mackinac Bridge. The
Mackinac Straits Christmas Bird Count survey area extends 7.5 miles
in every direction from the center of the bridge. 

Black-capped chickadees were some of the most prolific birds spot-
ted during the Mackinac Straits Christmas Bird Count this year. Vol-
unteers counted 223 black-capped chickadees Thursday, December
18. (Photograph courtesy of Steve Baker)

By Stephanie Fortino
As the sun came up over the

Straits of Mackinac Thursday, De-
cember 18, a snowy owl perched on
a snow-covered dock in Mackinaw
City. It was spotted by bird watch-
ers waiting to cross the Mackinac
Bridge to begin the annual Mack-
inac Straits Christmas Bird Count.

Since 1900, the National
Audubon Society has coordinated
the annual Christmas Bird Count
that seeks to count every bird and
species in designated areas. The
Straits Area Audubon Society of
Cheboygan hosts three local counts,
including the one that has its mid-
point at the center of the Mackinac
Bridge. The overall bird count com-
piles results from more than 2,300
areas in a report that helps track
bird population trends, to aid con-
servation efforts. 

Seventeen birders traversed areas
of St. Ignace, Mackinac Island, and

2,807 Counted In Straits
Area Is Below the Norm

Maddix Recalls Long Ordeal at Sea

By Erich T. Doerr
September 14, 1944, was a day

that former Eastern Upper Penin-
sula resident Jessie Maddix will
never forget. Stationed aboard the
United States Coast Guard Cutter
Jackson, Mr. Maddix was thrown
into a battle for his life when the
ship, and her sister vessel, Bedloe,
capsized and sank in a storm that
came to be known as the Great At-
lantic Hurricane. A 58-hour strug-

gle against the ocean followed be-
fore rescue finally arrived. The
sinking of the Bedloe claimed 26
members of its crew, with 12 sur-
vivors. Of the 40 men aboard the
Jackson, 37 made it to the life rafts,
but only 19 would be rescued. 

At the age of 91, Mr. Maddix is
now the only remaining survivor of
the Jackson. 

Born and reared in Rexton, he
attended Newberry High School in

his junior year but was graduated
from Rudyard High School where,
in his yearbook, he stated his inten-
tion to join the United States Coast
Guard. 

He joined in October 1942 and,
following training at New Orleans,
was assigned to a horseback beach
patrol on San Jose Island near Cor-
pus Christi, Texas.

His first sea duty was in 1943
aboard the 125-foot Jackson,

which was once used on the Great
Lakes. He worked in general main-
tenance on the ship and was pro-
moted to seaman first class. During
World War II, the Jackson’s pri-
mary duty was protecting mer-
chant traffic, including Liberty
ships, quickly built freighters that
transported supplies for the war ef-
fort. 

The September 14, 1944, sinking of the United States Coast Guard Cutter Jackson during a hurricane plunged former Eastern Upper
Peninsula resident Jessie Maddix into a 58-hour battle for survival as he and his shipmates rode out the hurricane in a life raft. Three sur-
vivors are pictured in this official Coast Guard photograph with the flight crew of the Vought OS2U Kingfisher floatplane that spotted
their raft and called for help. Crewmembers from the plane stand on the wing and in an inflatable raft while the survivors were sheltered
inside. Mr. Maddix can be seen getting out of the plane onto the wing, while Seaman First Class John McCoy (left) and Ensign Robert
Hainge wait inside. Only 19 of the 40 men on the Jackson survived the sinking. Today, Mr. Maddix is the only one left. At 91, he lives in
Congress, Arizona. (U.S. Coast Guard photograph, provided by Fannie Aslin)

EUP Man Among Few to Survive as Jackson Sinks in 1944 Great Atlantic Hurricane
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they may never even meet. The law
requires all medical marijuana users
to have both “debilitating medical
conditions” and the benefit of mar-
ijuana in treating either the condi-
tion or its symptoms, and be
diagnosed by a doctor with whom
they have an established relation-
ship. For many, this is not the case.

“These doctors set up in hotel
rooms and write prescriptions for
marijuana to people they don’t even
know,” said Sheriff Strait. “There
have been several instances of that
being done in this area, even. Tran-
sient doctors come through, and
they are there to make money. It’s
not about patient care, which is how
[the law] was sold to the public.”

A November 6 decision from the
Michigan Court of Appeals could
set a precedent for prosecuting

these doctors, Judge Gibson said.
In that case, Dr. Lois Butler-Jack-

son of Detroit provided signed
medical marijuana authorizations to
Brian Deloose of Warren, the owner
of an appliance store. Mr. Deloose,
in turn, filled out the forms for
clients who purchased them for
$250 each out of his store, which he
also advertised as the “Safe Access
Clinic.” They never met or spoke
with Dr. Butler-Jackson, who re-
ceived $100 for each new registra-
tion and $50 for every renewal. She
allegedly made $20,000 to $30,000
in profits.

The doctor was charged with a
felony of intentionally placing false
information in a patient’s medical
record, making it one of the first de-
cisions against a doctor providing
medical marijuana authorization.

“I think you’re going to start see-
ing more of that,” Judge Gibson
said. “The law is just catching up.”
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May this New Year hold the
many promises of peace, harmony
and love for all mankind... today 

and all through the year.

HAPPY ‘NEWS’ YEAR2015

THUR, JAN. 1 Closed - Happy New Year!
FRI, JAN. 2 Wing Dings with Fresh Cut Fries $695

MON, JAN. 5 Chicken and Glissants $695

TUE, JAN. 6 Country Fried Steak $695

WED, JAN. 7 Hot Pork Sandwich $695

Bentley’s 
B-M-L 

Cafe

OPEN: Mon. - Sat. at 7 a.m.
Sundays at 8 a.m.

Hand Dipped Ice Cream
Malts & Shakes

Call for take-out orders
643-7910

Downtown St. Ignace Gift Certificates Available

$5 LUNCH SPECIAL • MONDAY - FRIDAY • INCLUDES SOFT DRINK

To be considered international
field champions, dogs have to win
first place in three American and
two Canadian field trials in addi-
tion to earning points in both coun-
tries. All trials have to be certified
by that country’s kennel club as an
eligible test of the dogs’ hunting
skills. Points are given for each
dog’s display tech-
nique as well as their
overall placement.

“These dogs are
athletes who have to
be trained every
day,” Mr. Johnson
said. “They have to
be strong, they have
to have great stam-
ina, but most of all
they have to be smart
and have the confi-
dence to stand up to a
whole pack of dogs.” 

For Nobarz, the ef-
fort to earn the title
was threatened by illness. After se-
curing first place wins in both the
United States and Canada, the dog
became ill in August 2012. She in-
haled the tassel of a piece of grass
while she was out running and it
lodged in her lung, making her too
sick to run, even around the John-
son property. She was treated with
antibiotics for nine months when
Mr. Johnson and the veterinarian
discussed euthanizing her that up-
coming spring. In a final effort to
save the dog’s life, the veterinarian
tried one last combination of an-
tibiotics. To everyone’s surprise,
the treatment worked.

Nobarz began to train again and
won her second Canadian competi-

tion in May 2013.
“She ran eight hours and fifteen

minutes on the weekend.” said Mr.
Johnson. “I thought I would have
to bury her. It was incredible”

“It’s like a little miracle,” said his
wife, Neva.

Nobarz went on to claim the rest
of her first place wins and several
other top finishes, securing her
final point and a third place ribbon.

Since then, she’s
been retired from field
trials, although she’s
still running every day,
training the Johnson
family’s younger dogs
by example. Mr. John-
son has 10 beagles for
competition in field
trials. He also has nine
bird dogs and an addi-
tional six beagles that
he’s training for other
people.

He first began work-
ing with dogs as a boy,

alongside his father. Years ago, he
trained beagles for field trials with
the help of his daughters, Randi
and Mandi. When Mr. Johnson re-
tired from the Michigan State Po-
lice 11 years ago, he began training
bird dogs again.

“A few people who remembered
me from before asked if I would
train dogs for them,” he said. “As
the grandkids started getting in-
volved, to make it fun for them, I
started looking for some competi-
tion-worthy dogs. It’s a family
thing all around.”

Mr. Johnson’s right-hand men
are his young grandsons Hogan and
Colt Fettig. He is teaching them
about the dogs. Hogan joins his
grandfather on the road most week-

ends while the competitions are in
sway and marshals for some of the
competitions, carrying disqualified
dogs off the field. Both boys join
their grandfather on his 40-acre
property in Moran, exercising,
training, and caring for the dogs. 

Mandi Johnson marshals, as
well. Mr. and Mrs. Johnson’s two-
year-old granddaughter, Andi Wen-
der, will also learn about the sport
and joins the crew when they at-
tend field trials near Escanaba,
where she lives.

“It’s fun. The grandkids pick out
a lot of the names and they all have
the dogs that they consider theirs,”
Mr. Johnson said. “That’s how
we’re divvying up the ribbons.”

Little Andi has a ribbon, won by
her favorite, Lady, which she car-
ries to daycare with her. Hogan and
Colt have hung all of Nobarz’s rib-
bons up in their bedroom.

“It’s hard to tell who loves it
more and who’s prouder of the
dogs,” Mrs. Johnson said. 

Nobarz was bred by Harold
Janiszewski of West Branch and
given to Mr. Johnson by friend
John DeWyse of Au Gres, on the
condition that she meet her full po-
tential.

“People probably wouldn’t think
that we have a world-class dog like
this here in Moran, but we do,” Mr.
Johnson said. “It’s one out of ten
thousand beagles that makes inter-
national field champion. We’re real
proud of her.” 

Johnson Family of Moran Takes Pride in Training Championship Field Dogs
Champion: from page 1 At right:!Mike Johnson with

two of his dogs, Black Point Ice
Cream (left) and Nice Cream
Sundae, at his home in Moran. 

when more than one posed together,
was one challenge. Several owners
wanted dogs photographed while
doing cute things, which called for
patience.

They discovered several dogs by
chance. Another was the Birk-
meiers’ own dog, Cavo. 

The book idea developed in col-
laboration with Bonnie Mikkelsen. 

Mary Kelly and Joel Birkmeier
are longtime summer residents. Her

parents, Tom and Ann Parsons,
reared their family on Island Eight.
His parents, Betty and Paul, did the
same on Snows Channel. Ensign
racing enthusiasts from Lima, Ohio,
the Birkmeiers come here every
summer with daughters Blake and
Frances. Their niece, Carie Birk-
meier, is a student at the culinary
school. 

“The Dogs of Les Chenaux” is
available locally at The Cottage,
The Pine Cone, Safe Harbor Books,
Katydids and online.

Les Cheneaux: from page 5

Marijuana: from page 3

Photograph Book Features Dogs

Open House Set for Aranda Jan. 15

Sheriff: Transient Doctors Set Up in
Motel Rooms to Write Prescriptions

“As the grandkids
started getting 
involved, to make
it fun for them, I
started looking for
some competition-
worthy dogs. It’s a
family thing all
around.”

Mike Johnson
Moran

United Way of the Eastern Upper
Peninsula will host an open house
in honor of Raulaniesa Aranda
Thursday, January 15, from 10 a.m.
to 11 a.m. at United Way’s office on
the second floor of the Huntington
Bank building at 511 Ashmun
Street in Sault Ste. Marie. 

Ms. Aranda has been employed
as an AmeriCorps community re-
source navigator of United Way of
the EUP for the past two years, a
term of service that is ending.
Everyone is welcome to join the
open house. 

By Erich T. Doerr
The Mackinaw Area Public Li-

brary has purchased a pair of new
mini tablet computers to replace its
outdated children’s computers. The
tablets can be checked out for use
inside the library and include a va-
riety of programs so they can be
used by children ranging in age
from kindergarten to high school
seniors.  

They can be checked out for one
hour at a time, with the option for a
second hour if no one else is wait-
ing to use them. The devices are
wrapped in a protective cover to
lessen the chance of damage and
come with volume-limiting head-
phones to prevent hearing damage. 

“The children are quite excited
about learning how to use it,” said
youth librarian Tanya Procknow. “I

had one out at an afterschool pro-
gram as a test and we had one child
on it playing Minecraft with about
10 watching.”

Mrs. Procknow hopes it will pro-
vide children with a new learning
experience.

“It’s to give children who don’t
have opportunities like this at home
a chance to learn the technology,”
Mrs. Procknow said. “It’s every-
where today. It’s easier to learn
things like this when you are
young. They pick it up very
quickly.”

The library board purchased four
tablets, with two being assigned to
Mackinaw City and one each going
to branches in Bliss and Pellston.
To keep track of the portable com-

Mackinaw City Library Adds Tablet Computers for Children
At right:!

Youth 
librarian

Tanya
Procknow
shows off

the 
library’s
two new

mini
tablets that

have 
replaced
outdated

children’s
computers. 
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