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Carley

Alfred

Kittens

Mackinac County 
Animal Shelter

To adopt a pet, contact:
980 Cheeseman Road, St. Ignace

906-643-7646

Open 7 Days 
A Week 

10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Visit us at
www.petfinder.com

Be sure to stop by the 
MAAA food booth Saturday, 
Sept. 13 at the Truck Show,

Downtown St. Ignace

Suzy’s Pasties
US-2, St. Ignace

Pete Ney, Ex-Marine
Eternal rest grant onto him, Oh Lord, 

and let the perpetual light shine on him.

How would you like to make a difference 
in the lives of these cats and dogs?

For just $10, you can sponsor a cat or dog 
and get your name, business name, or short 

message in this ad for a week. 
Your generous donations and support go 

toward treats, toys, veterinarian costs and 
other items necessary to ensure that every 

animal in the shelter get what he/she 
deserves, until a forever home is found. 

Contact MAAA for more information.

In Memory of
Paige

In memory of Fr. Bill Goudreau, Phyllis Ahlich, 
& 2 ex-sailors, Dell Ahlich and Steve Goudreau.
Eternal rest grant onto them, Oh Lord, and let 

the perpetual light shine on them.

Ellen

Lu

Ernie To sponsor a pet or donate, please contact
Mackinac Animal Aid Association 
A Non-Profit Volunteer Association Funded by Donations 
MAAA • P.O. Box 71, St. Ignace  • (906) 298-1668

By Tory Cooney
Fort de Buade Museum’s collec-

tion includes artifacts and historical
items ranging from pre-Columbian
arrowheads and spear points and
Colt revolvers to pottery and mid-
20th century powwow regalia.
While some items reflect the di-
verse tastes and extensive travels of
Dr. Donald “Doc” Benson, an or-
thodontist from Lansing who as-
sembled the collection, much of it
also represents the history of the
Straits area. 

Dr. Benson died in 2005 and his
family donated the collection to the
City of St. Ignace, but with the stip-
ulation that the city purchase the
building that houses it. The Sault
Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indi-
ans donated the money for the
building, but deterioration of the
structure now threatens the con-
tents. The downtown building
awaits a city inspection and repair
of its leaking roof, among other
concerns.

“The collection should not be in
this building,” said Bill Peek, mu-
seum curator and president of the
Michilimackinac Historical Soci-
ety. “There’s no way to regulate the
environment. We have a dehumidi-
fier going, but that’s the best we can
do with the funding we have. It’s
not good for historical artifacts.”

Wooden objects are in jeopardy
because of repeated freezing and
heating, cloth items are spotted with
mold and stains, and metal is sub-
ject to rust, he said. Visual images
in the collection could suffer from
light and water damage.

“Basically, everything is at risk in
this environment.”

The building was formerly an au-

tomobile repair shop, Wing’s
Garage. There is no insulation or
heat in the area where the collection
is stored and the original asphalt
floors of the garage remain to this
day. They are particularly obvious
in the exhibit portion of the mu-
seum, where the floors are uneven
with bumps and dips.

“The asphalt gets very cold and
remains cold for a long time,” Mr.
Peek said. “It moves and heaves
and swells. We’re not even sure the
building has a proper foundation.” 

The roof leaks badly when it
rains, and the building is prone to
infestations, most recently, bees.

He has to clean the cases out reg-
ularly to remove dead bugs from
the inside and bat urine from the
outside. Bird nests remain in the
ceiling from an earlier infestation.

The building has no humidity
controls. The staff placed four de-
humidifiers in the exhibit portion of
the museum and do their best to
keep the doors shut. The dehumid-
ifiers accumulate up to 10 gallons
of water a day. Small containers of
silica desiccant in the display cases
are also employed.

Ideally, each case would be her-
metically sealed with individual
temperature and humidity controls,
but desiccants and dehumidifiers
are the best that Fort de Buade can
do on its budget, Mr. Peek said. 

“It should be between 45% and
50% humidity, and constant,” he
said. “But, as it is, the collection
goes through extremes.”

Last year, humidity and light fil-
ters, which protect the artwork from
the effects of harsh indoor lighting,
were added with a grant from the
Mackinac Island Community Foun-

dation.
In 2010, Midwest Art Conserva-

tion Center funded its associate di-
rector, Elisha Redman, for a
professional conservation assess-
ment.

The report lists insulation and an

efficient heating and cooling sys-
tem among the top priorities, but
Mr. Peek says there is simply no
way the museum could afford to
make the recommended renova-
tions. 

With tribal funds, the City of St.

Ignace purchased the building and
museum gift shop for $500,000 in
2007 and leased operation of the
museum to the Michilimackinac
Historical Society. The tribe
awarded $710,388 over six years to
cover purchase, maintenance, and
some operational costs until 2012. 

The lease, renewed last year, stip-
ulates that the historical society will
operate the museum, workroom,
Sweet Grass Gallery, gift shop,
bathrooms, heritage center, and ar-
tifacts, for $1 a month in rent. Ac-
cording to the lease, the historical
society is responsible for mainte-
nance and any repairs up to $500.

In addition to the 2,000-plus arti-
facts owned by the city, the histori-
cal society also displays its own
McKenney and Hall lithograph col-
lection at the museum.

The St. Ignace News reported
January 24, 2013, that the city kept
$40,000 of the tribe’s grant money
“for building repairs and other
major expenses related to the mu-
seum.” Any money held in reserve
for Fort de Buade repairs is not in a
separate account, but would cur-
rently be in the city’s general fund,
said City Clerk Renee Vonderwerth.

“If they need repairs done, we
have to do them, though; that’s part
of the lease agreement,” she said.
“We’re responsible.”

When the lease was renewed, it
stipulated the historical society un-
dertake an inventory to comply
with the Native American Graves
Protection and Repatriation Act of
1990. The museum submitted the
inventory in July 2013.

To be fully compliant, an expert
must be brought in to identify
which items are eligible for repatri-
ation to Indian nations, if they want
them. Because the city owns the

collection, it is responsible for this
next step, Mr. Peek said.

The museum operation is funded
through fundraisers, admissions do-
nations, memberships, and grants.
Museum staff has had difficulty
demonstrating sustainability when
applying for grants, although a re-
cent commitment of $2,000 a year
for five years from the DDA will
help, said Mary Beth Powers, the
Fort de Buade director.

The DDA provides $30,000 a
year to the other downtown mu-
seum, the Museum of Ojibwa Cul-
ture, which it owns.

Ms. Powers and gallery and gift
shop manager Debora Coxe are
the museum’s only full-time sea-
sonal staff. There are three part-
time staff in the gift shop, and Mr.
Peek volunteers his time. Other
volunteers, including members of
the historical society and museum
members, help with special events
and activities.

Mr. Peek has a major in geogra-
phy with a cartography specializa-
tion and a minor in history from
Michigan State University and has
always been passionate about the
subject. He’s also visited museums
around the world, studied intently
on his own, and tries to incorporate
effective display elements he’s seen
into Fort de Buade’s exhibits.

Ms. Powers’ position is prima-
rily business management and
Mrs. Coxe’s is a combination of
event coordination and communi-
cation.

During the July 7 city council
meeting, Ms. Powers said the
building’s roof leaks. A meeting of
the city’s Fort de Buade Commit-
tee was called for at that time, but
has yet to meet. The roof has also
yet to be inspected by the city. 

Fort de Buade Museum curator Bill Peek beside a display case in
the museum. Most objects in the building’s collection are at risk owing
to the state of the building. With a lack of environmental controls,
wooden objects are strained, metal rusts, cloth items are exposed to
mold, and visual images are at risk of light and water damage.

Fort de Buade Building Poses Ongoing Risk to Collection; Awaits Roof Repair

Both Fort de Buade Museum
and the Museum of Ojibwa Cul-
ture in St. Ignace are in compli-
ance with the Native American
Graves Protection and Repatria-
tion Act (NAGPRA) of 1990, hav-
ing completed and submitted
collection inventories and sum-
maries last year.

To remain in compliance, the
museums will need to bring in an
expert to help identify funerary
objects, sacred objects, and ob-
jects of cultural patrimony. The
museums must then consult with
the appropriate tribes to determine
if these items need to be returned.

The national NAGPRA pro-
gram is aware that many museums
have limited budgets and staff, so
there is a significant amount of
flexibility regarding the consulta-
tion process.

“At the end of the day, the law

always has to be followed, and
this is a federal law,” but how mu-
seums comply depends on the mu-
seum’s specific situation, said Eric
Hemenway, researcher and tribal
repatriation specialist for the Little
Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa In-
dians.

Shirley Sorrels, director of the
Museum of Ojibwa Culture, plans
to apply for a NAGPRA grant that
will pay consultation costs for
both museums, since they are both
owned by the city. First, she says,
she must learn about the owner-
ship of artifacts unearthed on the
Ojibwa museum grounds during a
Michigan State University arche-
ological dig conducted in the
1970s. If the City of St. Ignace
owns the items, they must be in-
cluded in the project, even though
they are housed at MSU, Mrs.
Sorrels said. 

City Museums Compliant 
With NAGPRA 

Art Hop in Les Cheneaux contin-
ues through Sunday, September 14.
People may vote on pieces on dis-
play throughout Cedarville and Hes-
sel. The project enables patrons to
“hop” from site to site and choose
their favorites. Once winners are

chosen, cash prizes will be offered
for art ranking first through third.
The competition includes youth and
adult entries. Ballots are available at
businesses hosting work throughout
the area, the Cedarville library, and
the chamber of commerce. For more

information, call Roxanne Eberts at
(906) 484-1258, Rick Shapero at
(517) 282-4950, Randy Dunn at
(906) 484-3064, or Amy Polk at
(906) 484-3935. Prizes will be
awarded Wednesday, Sept. 24, at the
the libary in Cedarville at 6 p.m.

Art Hop Voting Ends Sept. 14; Art Adorns Les Cheneaux Area

Located at Woods and Water Ecotours in Hessel, this etching by Marjorie Haynes is one of the pieces of
art participants may choose as their favorite Art Hop entry. 

At right: “Pontoon Sinker” by
Evah Snider.

At left: “Hollyhocks,” a work
in stained glass by Theresa
Bright. It is at Mertaugh Boat
Works in Hessel. 

Below: Created by Kate Otstot,
“Great Lakes Pirates” adorns the
business district near the Islander
Bar in Hessel.

Part of Art Hop, Rick Shapero’s piece entitled
“CATegories” adorns the Pine Cone gift shop in
Cedarville.


