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THUR, SEPT. 4 Wing Dings with Fresh Cut Fries $695

FRI, SEPT. 5 Open Face Steak Sandwich with Fresh Cut Fries $895

MON, SEPT. 8 Shepherd’s Pie $695

TUE, SEPT. 9 Beef Tips over Noodles $695

WED, SEPT. 10 Chicken Alfredo on a Bed of Linguine $695

Bentley’s 
B-M-L 

Cafe

OPEN: Mon. - Sat. at 7 a.m.
Sundays at 8 a.m.

Hand Dipped Ice Cream
Malts & Shakes

Call for take-out orders
643-7910

Downtown St. Ignace Gift Certificates Available

$5 LUNCH SPECIAL • MONDAY - FRIDAY • INCLUDES SOFT DRINK

(906) 632-6661 • 1-800-635-6661

1129 E.!Easterday Ave., 
Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783

www.uptire.com 

TPMS
TIRE PRESSURE

MONITORING
SYSTEM SERVICE

“Getting on the register offi-
cially changes nothing, but it’s a
great [promotional] tool,” he said.
“You’re allowed to buy a big
bronze plaque and it sounds good
— being recognized by the federal
government suggests more impor-
tance than what you and I might
attribute to it.”

Although the city might pursue
this designation in the future, it
has yet to begin looking into the
process, City Manager Les Ther-
rian said. City Hall is a 4,000-
square-foot, three-story building
at 693 North State Street. Fifteen
people work there.

Buildings on the registry are at
least 50 years old, architecturally
or socially important, and repre-
sent broad patterns of history in
the community, state, or nation.

St. Ignace City Hall is a partic-
ularly good representation of gov-
ernmental architecture built during
the Great Depression, with a vir-
tually intact exterior and many re-
maining interior features, despite

recent renovations, said Robert
Christensen, the National Register
of Historic Places coordinator at
SHPO.

“It seems to retain its historic
character to a very strong degree,”
Mr. Christensen said.

The building is characterized by
a combination of both Classical
and Art Deco architectural styles.
Traditional elements, like a sim-
plified cornice and pilasters flank-
ing the main door, hearken back to
the ancient Greeks and Romans.
Modern, geometric designs and
motifs, such as the decorative
stonework around the roof, repre-
sent contemporary sophistication,
Mr. McKay said.

This particular intersection of
styles was popular with municipal
buildings, post offices, and banks
during the 1930s, when City Hall
was built. Using classical styles
instilled confidence at a time when
institutions needed people to be-
lieve in their stability and strength.
The incorporation of Art Deco el-
ements made it appear up to date

and accessible.
“Classical architecture can be a

little stark in some instances,” Mr.
McKay said. “Art Deco and Art
Nouveau were…about humaniz-
ing that: organic forms, decora-
tion, and putting it into a bit of a
human scale. Art Deco, in partic-
ular, was about reflecting that
same stability, but in modern,
sleek, human forms, using modern
materials and details.”

Much of the historic decoration
remains. The exterior is nearly in-
tact and throughout the halls and
stairwells, visitors can see the
original decorative plasterwork
and terrazzo tile. Much of the his-
toric wood trim remains, as well,
along with the red gum veneer in
the city council chambers, which
was noted as a distinctive element
when the building was completed
in August 1940.

The building was designed by
David E. Anderson, an architect
from Marquette who designed two
buildings currently on the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places,
the Vista Theater in Negaunee,
added in 2005, and the
Michigamme Lake Lodge, also
known as the Sam Cohodas
Lodge, near Champion, added in

1991.
St. Ignace City Hall was built as

a Works Progress Administration
(WPA) project, one of many de-
signed to provide jobs during the
Great Depression. The project was
originally estimated to cost
$50,000, half of which would be
paid for by the city. It ended up
costing $80,000, nearly 70% of
which was paid for by the city,
after federal legislation forced the
cost of all skilled labor onto the
project sponsors.

The difference was made up for
by bond sales. 

By August 1940, C. P. Becker, a
member of the building commit-
tee, informed the city council that
businessmen from Sault Ste.
Marie reported tourists that had
passed through St. Ignace “simply
‘raved’” about the new building.

When it was new, tourists to St.
Ignace would stop at City Hall to
ask questions and request tours.

The “modern beauty” was com-
pleted despite setbacks and was
seen as a symbol of hope; herald-
ing St. Ignace’s renewed progress
and promising the city a way to
meet future demands.

St. Ignace City Hall Is Well Preserved Example of Architecture of 1930s

Also check out Diabetes Day in Sault Ste. Marie:
Sault Ste. Marie Tribal Health Center, Auditorium:

Thursday, September 18th • 9 A.M. - 3 P.M.

Hessel Tribal Health Center:
Thursday, September 11th • 9 A.M. - 3 P.M.

St. Ignace Sault Tribe Health & Human 
Services Building - 2nd Floor Board Room

Thursday, September 25th • 10:30 A.M. - 3:30 P.M.

The More
We Learn,
The Better
We Live!

Sault Tribe’s Diabetes Day:
Roadmap to Health

Health Screenings
& Flu Shots

Health & Wellness
Booths

Prizes, Snacks,
& Food Samples

8th Annual
Top of the Lake Swap Meet

Auction - 2:30 p.m. - ?

Saturday, September 13th 8 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Held at the NEW Snowmobile Museum

W11660 US-2, Naubinway, MI

15th Naubinway Fall Fest
Saturday, September 13th 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Naubinway Pavilion
Arts, Crafts, & Food Booths Fun for Everyone!

For More Information Call 906-477-6123

Museum Raffle Drawing
For More Information Call 906-477-6298

At left: City assessor
Christina Deeren stands
next to an example of the
historic Art Deco plaster-
work seen throughout the
second and third floors at
City Hall, built in 1939.
Works Progress Adminis-
tration projects during the
Great Depression, such as
City Hall, were designed to
provide work for as many
people as possible, so deco-
rative details like this were
often included. After World
War II, such decoration
vanished from municipal
design. 

Executive secretary Helen Thibault in the city council chambers
near one of the building’s original single-pane windows. The red gum
veneer was considered one of the building’s most attractive features
when the building opened in August 1940.

City Hall: from page 1

Turn to page 6: City Hall

At right: St. Ignace City
Hall, for which construction
began in 1939 as a Works
Progress Administration
project, represents a combi-
nation of Art Deco and
Classical styles, popular
during the Great Depres-
sion. The Classical influ-
ence can be seen in the
stylized pilasters and cor-
nice surrounding the door,
while the decorative
stonework and chevron-
decorated light fixtures are
sleek and modern. The
building could be eligible
for inclusion on the Na-
tional Register of Historic
Places. 
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Close to Home
Looking out over the historic Straits of

Mackinac, the Straits Healthcare Village
represents extraordinary progress in medical

services for the entire Mackinac Straits region.

The community’s dreams of a state-of-the-art
medical facility have become a tangible reality.

Mackinac Straits Health System is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

1140 N. State Street • St. Ignace, Michigan 49781
(906) 643-8585 • www.mackinacstraitshealth.org 

Exceptional CareEvergreen Living Center

We have a passion for excellence and strive to set and deliver 
the highest standards of service, integrity, and quality care. 

We are the only skilled-nursing facility in our area to
utilize an Electronic Medical Records System; ensuring
accurate, quality care for all of our residents.

Mackinac Straits Health System’s
Long-Term Care Center is a 48 bed, skilled nursing
facility, located on our main campus.

H E A L T H  S Y S T E M
MACKINAC STRAITS

Inquire within about our Rehabilitation
Services Satelite Clinic in Mackinaw City

- Physical Therapy - Occupational Therapy

-Woundcare & Lymphedema - Speech Therapy

(906) 643-0450

24 Hour Emergency Room
Family Clinics
Imaging Services
     - Bone Densitometry
     - CT!Scan
     - Mammography
     - MRI
     - Ultrasound
     - X-Ray
Oncology-Chemotherapy
&! Infusion Services

Rehabilitation Services
     - Cardiac
     - Occupational
     - Physical
     - Speech
Renal Dialysis
Visiting Specialists
Walk-In Clinic
     - Open Monday-Saturday 
       12pm to 7:30pm

We accept Medicaid & Medicaid 
Pending residents.

(906) 643-0427
Find us on Facebook for news, photos, and events by
searching for Evergreen Living Center St. Ignace.

“The St. Ignace city hall is not
only a matter of pride to local resi-
dents. It is recognized by WPA as an
outstanding example of fine handi-
work. As an architectural triumph it
leaves nothing to the imagination.”
said a Republican-News and St.
Ignace Enterprise article announcing
the building’s opening on August 10,
1940.

By World War II, architects were
no longer designing municipal build-
ings in the same way. Architectural
styles had changed, favoring steel,
glass, and concrete, and painstaking
detail was seen as unnecessary.

“One of the ideas behind these
federal projects was to put people to
work, so having ornament requires
something other than just building
the building. Additional detail put ad-
ditional people to work,” Mr. Chris-
tensen said.

Many of those details have been
preserved in City Hall, and renova-
tion work is also taking place. New
ventilation equipment was dropped
down in several offices, including
that of the city manager, so the his-
toric trim could still be seen.  The
ventilation was run through the ceil-
ing of the council chambers to pre-
serve the council chamber’s original
appearance as much as possible.

The original single-pane windows
used throughout the building leak
badly and need to be replaced, but
Mr. Therrian and SHPO officers
have yet to agree on what the re-
placement should be. Mr. Therrian
would prefer vinyl or wrapped alu-
minum window frames, as they are
more energy efficient and easier to
maintain. On Friday, August 22,
SHPO asked for an engineering
study that would determine the cost
of cleaning, painting, and mainte-
nance should City Hall retain wood
window frames.

“I want the outside to be as main-
tenance-free as possible,” Mr. Ther-
rian said.

The study could cost between
$6,000 and $8,000. Although fund-
ing from the USDA loan would most
likely be approved to cover the study,
it would take away the money avail-
able to spend on the windows, Mr.
Therrian said.

“It’s some extra due diligence to
make sure we really are fully consid-
ering the impact on the historical

character of the building,” Mr.
McKay said.

The current windows were last
painted about 25 years ago, when
aluminum storm windows were
added.

The combination of historic
preservation and contemporary func-
tionality requires renovators to look
for solutions that accomplish what
needs to be done while still maintain-
ing the historic character of a build-
ing, Mr. Christensen said. “Things
can be done to maintain character
without going overboard.”

Because the renovation work at
City Hall is financed by a federal

loan provided by the USDA and the
building is old enough to be consid-
ered historic, all plans related to the
project must be approved by SHPO.

SHPO prioritizes the preservation
of spaces that the public is most
likely to see. The outside is the most
public space. Entryways, lobbies,
public meeting rooms, and offices
follow. In utility spaces, where most
employees don’t even go, such as the
boiler room, preservation does not
matter.

“It’s just a balancing act,” Mr.
McKay said. “You try to maintain
character of the building while doing
what you need to do.”

City Hall: from page 5

Renovators Look to Retain Historic Character

Deputy clerk Andrea Insley on the third floor stairwell of St. Ignace
City Hall. The historic balustrade and newel post are both decorated
with Art Deco geometric motifs. In 1940, the building was hailed for
its “modern architectural design and detail.” 

Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner
Open Daily Year Around

White Tail Restaurant & Motel
West US-2, Brevort • 906-292-5525

EVERY TUESDAY NIGHT 5-9 P.M.
TACOS & MORE

Now Serving Beer & Wine

Jennifer Tallaire (left) and Jennifer Marshall volunteer at the Mackinac County Animal Shelter food
stand during Arts Dockside, Saturday August 30. The group offered hot dogs, bratwursts, chips, soft
drinks, and water for donation during the crafts show.

Mark Besteman of Rudyard sold a variety of maple-based products at Arts Dockside Saturday, August
30, and Sunday August 31. The family-run business makes a variety of maple treats and sells their products
at 12 to 14 shows a year. 

Craft Show Draws a Crowd; Artists Showcase Handiwork at Arts Dockside

The Mackinaw Area Historical
Society will present James Mc-
Clurken as a guest speaker Monday,
September 8, at 7 p.m. at the Her-
itage Chapel at Heritage Village
west of Mackinaw City on West
Central Avenue.

Dr. McClurken has studied the
history and culture of indigenous
communities throughout the United
States and Canada since 1977. His
research has been applied to prepa-
ration of federal acknowledgment
petitions to the United States De-
partment of the Interior, member-
ship and enrollment issues for
newly recognized Indian tribes and
tribal rights. He has written reports
for the Department of the Interior,
Bureau of Indian Affairs, for the
National Indian Gaming Associa-
tion, as well as special research re-
ports for tribal councils across the

United States. He has written books
and articles focusing on issues of
Native American culture change
during the 19th and 20th centuries,
including the 2009 prize winning
“Our People, Our Journey.” Dr.
McClurken holds an adjunct assis-
tant professorship in the Depart-
ment of Anthropology at Michigan
State University and is an associate
curator of the Michigan State Uni-
versity Museum.

Dr. McClurken’s talk will focus
on Odawa Sovereignty Day: Com-
munity, Culture, and Sovereignty,
from 1821 to 1994. The Straits of
Mackinac area has been home to
the Odawa from French colonial
time to the present. In 1836 and
1855, Odawas negotiated treaties
with the United States that pre-
served land reservations and their
access to natural resources. Treaty

reservations, the leftovers that
Americans did not desire for them-
selves during the early 19th century,
became the target of lumbermen,
land speculators, and railroads later
in the century, according to his pro-
gram. The federal policy encour-
aged destruction of Odawa
communities and cultures. The
Odawas became the minority pop-
ulation on their own reservations as
squatters and homesteaders. Odawa
leaders worked for more than a cen-
tury to preserve their tribal sover-
eignty and retain access to treaty
preserved rights and properties. On
September 21, 1994, the United
States Congress reaffirmed Odawa
sovereignty when President
William J. Clinton signed Public
Law 103-324.

A reception will follow the pro-
gram. 

McClurken Will Present Odawa History Program


