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Death Notices

New Year’s Eve Brings Flurry of Travel Deer Disease Is
Nearing U.P. Herd

Winter Trails Are
Focus on Saturday

How Can Citizens Take
Part in Their Government?

‘46 Years in Hardware’

The health of U.P. deer, like this one, may be threatened by chronic
wasting disease. It has been confirmed near the western border of the
Upper Peninsula. A neurological disease, it is fatal to all deer, elk, and
moose that contract it. (Photograph by Department of Natural Resources
Photographer David Kenyon)

By Stephanie Fortino
The Arnold Line ticket office in St.

Ignace was filled with passengers
waiting to board the Huron’s noon
departure Wednesday, December 31,
for Mackinac Island, where they
would spend New Year’s Eve and
maybe the entire weekend. Adults,
children, and pets crowded the lobby,
chatting and humming with anticipa-
tion just after 11:30 a.m. In addition
to the tradesmen and Islanders mak-
ing their usual commute, some who
waited were summer visitors making
a winter sojourn, summer workers
who make New Year’s on Mackinac

Winter Trails Day, Saturday, January 10, is a nationwide initiative to get
people outdoors and active during the winter, and local activities will be
offered. More than 100 free events will be held around the country, includ-
ing six in Michigan. St. Ignace participated for the first time last year with
a “Stomp the Park” event at Straits State Park. The short evening hike and
bonfire will be held again this year to conclude a day of opportunities for
people to get outdoors for winter activities.

Winter Trails Day “is mainly to get people outside in the wintertime, to
enjoy the local attractions” be active, Straits State Park supervisor Wayne
Burnett said.

There are many options for outdoor activities, even in cold weather, and
Winter Trails Day can help people discover some of those options, he said.

Winter sports like snowshoeing and cross-country skiing are both low-
impact forms of aerobic exercise and can burn more calories than walking
or running for the same amount of time. Being active outdoors, in the sun-
light, can also elevate mood.

Participating in outdoor activities provides social opportunities. People

By Tory Cooney
After 46 years and two busi-

ness locations in downtown St.
Ignace, John Lipnitz is retiring
from True Value hardware store,
and his daughter, Erica, has
taken over.

“I was going to retire at 62.
Then I was definitely going to
retire at 65,” Mr. Lipnitz said.
“I’m going on 76 this April. It’s
time.”

The hardware business has
changed a lot since they started,
said Mr. Lipnitz and his wife,
Maureen. Business was even
slower during the winter than it
is now, only a dozen paint col-
ors were kept in stock, wringer
washers were kept on hand, and
the store’s best sellers were
color televisions and furniture. 

By Tory Cooney
The public can attend and speak at

the meetings of any legislative or
governing body at the local level, in-
cluding county, city, township, and
school boards. Citizens can also con-
tact their elected representatives out-
side of those meetings to make their
thoughts and concerns known. Peo-
ple may also request that a topic be
discussed by the council, or even ask
for a public hearing dedicated to the
matter. Some people take advantage
of these opportunities to engage with
their local governments and share
their ideas, but many more don’t,
sometimes, because they don’t know
how to get involved, or even that
they are allowed to.

Sometimes, the goals of private
citizens and local elected officials
can appear to be at odds over the
question of public involvement. Do
officials want members of the public
to be involved in discussion? How

can they encourage, or discourage,
this involvement? Do citizens in-
form themselves fairly of the issues
before taking a stance? If policy
questions are only discussed be-
tween citizens and officials one-on-
one, what happens to opportunity for
true public discourse? Sometimes,
citizens say, officials regard meet-
ings only as rote exercises useful in
conducting “their” business. Some-
times, officials say, citizens don’t
make the effort to understand issues
well before they start complaining
about them.

In any case, all agree, public in-
volvement should be a benefit.

“I’d encourage everyone to be in-
volved,” said outgoing Mackinac

County Commissioner Mary Lynn
Swiderski. “They’re paying the
taxes. They are the people we serve.
They should know what the issues
are and what their local government
is doing.”

Local officials agree that it’s im-
portant for the public to inform
themselves on the operations and de-
cisions of their local governments.
Learning the facts about a topic of
concern, they say, is the most basic
form of engagement.

“Sometimes the rumor mill is cor-
rect, but a lot of times it isn’t,” said
Mackinaw City Village Council
President Robert Heilman. “The

By Paul Gingras
A contagious disease that is fatal to deer is spreading closer to the Upper

Peninsula and has been found in Wisconsin, 75 miles from the western
border of Menominee County. Chronic wasting disease (CWD) can be
spread widely by deer gathering at feed piles. It is also fatal to elk and
moose, but cattle seem to be naturally immune. Studies are underway to
determine if it can be spread to humans by birds or mammals.

Maureen (left), Erica, and John Lipnitz together in the family’s St.
Ignace True Value hardware store. Mr. and Mrs. Lipnitz bought the
store as young newlyweds in 1968, and Mr. Lipnitz is retiring this year.
Their daughter, Erica, took over management of the store January 1.

The Huron readies to depart St. Ignace for Mackinac Island at about noon Wednesday, December 31.
Cars are seen filling the Arnold Line parking lot downtown through a snowy haze. Lake ice is forming.

At right: The Nokan family of
Ann Arbor and the Mertz family
of Troy visited Mackinac Island
for a New Year’s Eve lunch
Wednesday, December 31. Pic-
tured at the Arnold Dock in St.
Ignace just before boarding the
noon ferry are (back, from left)
Anne Nokan, Scott Nokan, Kelly
Mertz, Karl Mertz; (middle) Max
Nokan, Cole Mertz; (front) Keira
Mertz, and Emma Mertz.  

Getting There: In the Straits Area, High Winds and Lake Huron Ice Play a Role

“We can learn a lot from the public. When people come
in with their experience, you need to listen to them.”

Paul Fullerton, city councilman

John Lipnitz
Marks Retirement
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By Tory Cooney
Citizen participation in local

government is not only influenced
by the trust people put in their
government, but also the trust that
government puts in its people.
This is the conclusion of a study
conducted by the University of
Michigan’s Gerald R. Ford School
of Public Policy.

“It’s really a two-way street,”
said Tom Ivacko, program man-
ager at the Center for Local, State,
and Urban Policy. “Usually when
we talk about trust in the public
sector, we’re talking about citizen
trust in government. Our survey of
local government leaders asked
what they think about the citizens.
Do they trust them to be responsi-
ble participants?”

Of the local elected officials
surveyed in Michigan during
2012, almost half (45%) said they
only trust their citizens “some of
the time,” “seldom,” or “almost
never.” One of the main reasons
given for this distrust was that
government officials don’t believe
the public is willing to take the
time needed to inform themselves
about policy issues.

“And a lot of the time when they
do interact, [government officials]
are just getting complaints, no
one’s looking for solutions,” Mr.
Ivacko said. “A lot of the time, cit-
izens are only looking out for
themselves, not the greater good.”

When government officials feel
as though their constituents are
taking the time to inform them-
selves, offering solutions, and fo-
cusing on the whole community’s
well-being, they trust the citizens
much more and are more likely to
encourage public participation,
such as open discussion and citi-
zen commentary, questions, and
ideas welcomed at meetings.

The ways in which local gov-
ernments are most likely to offer
the chance for public participation
in the working of their govern-
ment — public comment at meet-
ings and informational notices —
are also some of the least effective
ways for citizens to engage with
their local government, the study
shows. Local officials think infor-
mal conversation is the best way.

“The most effective method is
simply informal, one-on-one dis-
cussions with citizens,” Mr. Ivacko
said. “Local leaders think that

those interactions are the most ef-
fective way for citizens to en-
gage.”

The second-most effective way is
through active citizen participation in
formal groups, like government
boards, commissions, committees,
or organized strategic planning
sessions.

Both of these methods are suc-
cessful because they create a dia-
logue between citizens and public
officials. When citizens make
statements during the public com-
ment period of a meeting, without
response from the officials, it is
not an effective communication
tool, because it doesn’t encourage
an open conversation.

For city councils, county com-
missions, township boards, and
other bodies who see the benefits
of encouraging public participa-
tion, there are ways to do so.

Some cities have tried particu-
larly interesting and creative ways
of sparking these conversations,
Mr. Ivacko said. For example, in
Southfield, a woman approached
Mayor Brenda Lawrence while
she was out on a morning walk
through the park and asked about
a specific concern. The two walked
together, talking, and Mayor
Lawrence found it so useful, she
formalized “Walk with the
Mayor” and invited any citizen
with a concern to meet her in the
park and discuss it while they
walked.

“There are different, creative,
innovative ways to engage with
the public that tie into the infor-
mal, one-on-one conversation,”
Mr. Ivacko said. “There are ways
to make that happen, but both
sides have to want this for it to be
a positive and productive en-
deavor.”

The most encouraging result of
the survey, he said, was that in
communities where local officials
believe citizens are more engaged,
they trust the citizens more in re-
turn.

“It looks like more engagement
may, in itself, help boost levels of
government trust in its citizens”
and encourage even further com-
munity involvement in the politi-
cal arena, Mr. Ivacko said “But
you can’t just say ‘you can come
and speak in public comment pe-
riod.’ That’s certainly not enough.” 
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1129 E. Easterday Ave., 
Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783

www.uptire.com 

Your Winter Your Winter 
Tire Source!Tire Source!

added to the agenda or write a letter
to the board to make their thoughts
known and prompt a discussion. The
public can also request a public
hearing, which is a meeting about
a single topic that is specifically
dedicated to discussion between city
officials and the public. Because
hearings are dedicated to specific is-
sues, city staff can make sure they
are prepared for any questions that
may arise and have all necessary in-
formation on hand, Mr. Therrian
points out.

People don’t often take advantage
of this opportunity, though. The City
of St. Ignace usually has very poor
turnout for public hearings, how-
ever, he said, and none have been re-
quested recently.

At the Mackinac County commis-
sion, public hearings are usually

well attended, Mrs. Swiderski said.
All city committee meetings are

also open to the public. City com-
mittees include downtown develop-
ment authorities, recreation boards,
planning commissions, utilities
meetings, cemetery committees, and
more. Many issues are discussed
fully on the committee level before
they are addressed by council, so if
someone wants to learn more about
an issue, it could be most helpful for
them to attend the committee meet-
ing as well as the council meeting.

Citizens can call to ask what will
be discussed at the meeting before-
hand, as agendas are not always
available. In St. Ignace, some meet-
ings are held at the same time every
month, although most meet when-
ever a specific issue arises.

If a person would like to know
more about how their local govern-
ment is run, they could potentially sit

on a St. Ignace committee them-
selves. Several are partially, or
mostly, composed of active citizens.
Appointments are nominated by the
mayor.

“If you want to get involved, let
someone know. There are openings
that come up and the mayor kind of
has to recruit people to those posi-
tions,” Mr. Therrian said.

Committee meetings all include
public comment sections, but citi-
zens should not feel confined to ad-
dressing elected officials and staff
members at those times.

All of the local officials inter-
viewed said that any member of the
public should feel comfortable con-
tacting them any time with their
thoughts or questions. Informal one-
on-one conversations, they say, are
one of the most effective ways for
elected officials to understand their
constituent’s views on an issue.

Some officials say they prefer to ad-
dress questions and concerns in that
setting, rather than the public forum
of a council or commission meeting.

“We represent the public, not our-
selves. That’s what representatives
are,” said Mr. Fullerton. “There
should always be discussion. That’s
how our system is designed to run.”

“They need to make their voices
heard,” said St. Ignace Mayor Pro
Tem Willie LaLonde. “That’s how
things change and how you get stuff
done.”

“That’s the type of government
we have,” said Mackinaw City in-
terim Village Manager David White.
“Everyone should want to be in-
volved, but they decide want they
want their level involvement to be.
Involvement comes from people
wanting to get involved. It’s not top-
down, it’s bottom-up.”

Officials Offer Suggestions for Public Involvement
Participation: from page 6 Participation Could Show: Do

Citizens Trust Their Officials?
And Do They Trust Us?

Insights From the School of Public Policy

There were memorable times
when Mackinac Island residents
pulled newly purchased sofas and
armchairs home behind their
snowmobiles across the ice
bridge. The couple watched the
furniture “go bouncing across the
lake” from the store’s front win-
dow, Mr. Lipnitz recalled, unsure
if the purchases would fall through
the ice.

The store doesn’t sell furniture
anymore, but people still occa-
sionally tow appliances over the
ice bridge to the Island. Business
has picked up in the winter in re-
cent years, especially with the ad-
dition of rental equipment like
power tools and carpet shampoo-
ers in 2007. Custom paint colors
can be mixed in-store with more
accuracy, and the only wringer
washer left is a vintage model kept
for decoration and, occasionally,
as a place to put coats.

Mr. Lipnitz began working in
his father’s Moran hardware store
and lumberyard when he was 10

years old. One of his many jobs
included driving a pickup truck
among the store’s three ware-
houses.

“No one worried about if you
had a license or not back then,” he
said.

Mr. Lipnitz attended Michigan
State University, where he ma-
jored in political science and mi-
nored in business before joining
the U.S. Air Force. While sta-
tioned in Libya, he met his wife,
Maureen, whose father was sta-
tioned there, as well. The couple
met at an officer’s club happy
hour and were married six months
later in Moran.

Three months after that, the
newlyweds purchased Gamble Store
hardware in St. Ignace, now the
home of KC Hobbies. They
moved to their current building in
1987 for more floor space and
more parking, and the store be-
came a True Value franchise in
1985.

When their four children, Julie
Lipnitz, Karen Cheeseman, Kirk
Lipnitz, and Erica Lipnitz, could,
they joined Mr. and Mrs. Lipnitz

at the store. They sold film outside
during Car Show and when they
were younger, could be hired to
vacuum the store for a quarter.
Both Kirk and Erica have fol-
lowed their parents into the hard-
ware business. Kirk owns Island
Hardware and Lumber on Mack-
inac Island, and Erica took over
management of True Value Janu-
ary 1.

Because she started helping at
the store at a young age, the work
is “second nature” to her, Erica
said. 

“I grew up doing it, so it just
seemed natural.”

Granddaughter Addison Cheese-
man helps at the store, as well,
working the cash register and
using the store’s computer system.

Mr. and Mrs. Lipnitz said
they’re proud of their family’s
continued involvement and are
glad to see the business continue
growing. In 2007, the family built
an extension to the building that
houses offices, storage for rental
equipment, and the display space
for appliances. 

In former years, the building at

the corner of State Street and High
Street housed the Red Owl gro-
cery store.

Mr. Lipnitz is a member of the
St. Ignace Lions Club, which he
joined in 1972. He also served on
the St. Ignace school board for 13
years. 

“School board was very chal-
lenging, but it was a very interest-
ing period of time,” Mr. Lipnitz
said. Highlights included the
building of St. Ignace Middle
School and opportunity to hand
three of his children their diplo-
mas when they were graduated
from LaSalle High School. Mr.
Lipnitz also served on the Down-
town Development Authority and
the Chamber of Commerce, which
named him Ambassador of the
Year in 2006. 

He hopes to travel during his re-
tirement, although he intends to
help at the store as needed. Mrs.
Lipnitz will continue working at
True Value until the store’s 50th
anniversary in 2019.

Downtown Hardware Store Needs Have Evolved Over the Years
John Lipnitz: from page 1

The Trout Lake Women’s Club
and Pride Committee will host a
chicken dinner fundraiser Saturday,
January 17, from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. at
the Trout Lake Township Hall.

Admission is by donation. Take-
out orders are available for a sug-
gested donation of $9. 

Trout Lake to Host
Fundraiser Jan. 17
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