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Death Notices

Shows to Feature
Tractors, Sleds

City Hall May Be
Worthy of Register

Horse Pulls Mark
109th Stalwart Fair

By Paul Gingras
The 109th Stalwart Agricultural Fair will be Friday, September 5, through

Saturday, September 6, following entry day Thursday, September 4, from
1 p.m. to 8 p.m. The popular Eastern Upper Peninsula event is at the Stal-
wart Fairgrounds on M-48, eight miles east of M-129 in Raber Township.
A crowd of about 2,000 is expected to watch horse pulls, livestock shows,

The Owosso Antique Tractor Parade and Show is expected to bring 970
participants and 39 tractor clubs to Mackinaw City and St. Ignace Thurs-
day, September 4, through Saturday, September 6. The centerpiece of the
show is a parade of tractors over the Mackinac Bridge, from Mackinaw
City to St. Ignace. They will also be displayed to the public Thursday in
Mackinaw City and Friday and Saturday in St. Ignace. The same weekend,
the Top of the Lake Snowmobile Show will be at Little Bear East Arena
in St. Ignace. Snowmobiles will be displayed inside from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Friday and from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday. All events are free of charge.

“You never get tired of seeing so many like-minded folks enjoying them-

Helping fill the high school ranks in Cedarville, Mason Sayles (left) and basketball enthusiast Bill Furest
head in for a new year of sports and academics Tuesday morning. 

School Bells Call Them Back
Bright and Early Tuesday, That Familiar Summons Fills EUP Classrooms

Fifth graders Helena St. Onge-Kissinger (from left), Violet Gustafson, Brooke Brandstrom, Mariana
Zaragoza, and Kylee Peters gather in the lobby of St. Ignace Elementary/Middle School before the
first day of class begins Tuesday, September 2.

By Tory Cooney
St. Ignace City Hall might be eligible for listing on the National Register

of Historic Places, owing to its interesting architecture and the point in
time that it represents. Both the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO)
and USDA Rural Development office have concluded that City Hall ap-
pears to be eligible.

Listing on the registry is purely honorary and neither provides any offi-
cial protection for the building nor requires any additional responsibilities
regarding its upkeep, said Robbert McKay of SHPO.

More back-to-school photographs, Page 11.
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Vintage Tractors to Cross Bridge Friday

By Tory Cooney
More than 30,000 people at-

tended the 57th annual Mackinac
Bridge Walk Monday, September 1,
and completed the five-mile trek
from St. Ignace to Mackinaw City.
Some traveled from as far as Cali-
fornia, Colorado, and Alaska to par-
ticipate.

“Talk about a Pure Michigan
day!” Governor Rick Snyder said to
the walkers assembled for the 7
a.m. start time, commenting on the
cool, clear weather. “What a great
state this is and what prettier way to
see it?”

Gov. Snyder led the walk behind
a color guard, though several walk-
ers pulled ahead quickly as the sun
rose over Mackinac Island to the
east. 

The governor’s pace was par-
tially dictated by Pi, a four-foot-tall
robot designed to accompany the
governor on his journey across the
bridge by high school FIRST Ro-
botics Competition team 1718, The
Fighting Pi, from the Macomb
Academy of Arts and Sciences in

30,000
Walk

Bridge

Enthusiastic walkers crowd
into the two eastern lanes of the
Mackinac Bridge Monday, Sep-
tember 1, as they take part in the
57th annual Mackinac Bridge
Walk. Looking north, the north
tower of the Mackinac Bridge,
and St. Ignace, can be seen in the
distance. Walkers began lining up
in St. Ignace before sunrise to
make their way across the longest
suspension bridge in the western
hemisphere.



Armada.
Students began building the robot

in June and finished construction
during the last week of August, but
they eventually want to add LED
lights to the bottom “to give it an
under-glow,” said Natalie Wieber, a
junior on the team

Pi is the largest robot the team
has built, weighing more than 120
pounds and they designed it to look
like their mascot, an anthropomor-

phized pi symbol with boxing
gloves and a missing tooth.

Students particularly enjoyed the
challenge of powering a robot for
such an extended period of time.
They eventually settled on a system
of six batteries that can be
recharged by a solar panel mounted
on its base. 

“We brought a couple back up
batteries, too, just in case,” said
team member Zach Mroz.

Walkers began lining up in the
dark hours. Paula Strouse of Ashley

arrived around 4:45 a.m. and found
people were already in line. For her,
the much-anticipated walk was the
highlight of a five-day Great Lakes
vacation.

“I’ve heard there’s such an en-
ergy out there, I wanted to feel it,”
she said.

The walk began after the Mack-
inac Bridge Labor Day Run, a non-
competitive and untimed event that
got underway with four hand cy-
clists at 6:40 a.m. and continued
with 500 runners at 6:45 a.m.  The
runners were staggered in two-
minute flights and selected by lot-
tery from a pool of runners who
competed in state running events
this past year.

This year’s hand-cyclists were
McKayla Hanson of Davison,
Bryan Wilkinson of Howell, Doug
Finkbeiner of Saginaw, and Ken
Ashard of Roscommon.

Mr. Finkbeiner is in his eighth
year of cycling at the event, in-
spired by the rising sun and an op-
portunity to interact with fellow
athletes. 

“The support here is incredible,”
he said. This year, while still on the
bridge, a chain came off his cycle.
He fixed it with the help of a Na-
tional Guard member on the bridge,
but until the cycle was fully re-
paired, passing runners kept paus-

ing to see if they could help, he
said.

“A lot of people wanted to just
push me across and I had to keep
them away,” he said. “They’re just
great, though, very supportive.”

Ms. Hanson, a Paralympic hope-
ful who lost her right leg to bone
cancer when she was seven years
old, crossed the bridge with a hand-
cycle for the first time after compet-
ing in a triathlon at Boyne City.

Mr. Wilkinson has participated
three or four times and recruits
other disabled athletes to the event.

“Sometimes we get big groups
and other years are small,” he said.
“This year is small, but it still
shows that people with disabilities
can really be athletes.”

Ray Briggs of Lee Summit, Mis-
souri, attended the walk with
friends.

As he walked across the bridge,
he shook the hand of every Michi-
gan National Guard member lining
the bridge, even though it meant
standing on the median to avoid a
Mackinac Bridge Authority service
truck and walking on the grating for
most of the five miles.

“I try to shake every soldier’s
hand,” he said. “I appreciate our
troops.  I’m a veteran myself and
it’s nice to give back.”

Many participants asked to shake
hands with the troops stationed on
the bridge, said Guardsman Matt
Scheltema. Even more called out
“thank you” as they passed. 

Although he never made the walk
before, he’s thinking about doing so
after assisting with it.

“My grandmother used to make
the walk, but I’ve never done it be-
fore” he said. “The view is great
and the people are interesting.
There was a couple in Star Trek
Uniforms and then two girls
dressed up as Mario and Luigi with
mustaches and everything. Just
very interesting.”

At the finish line, May Granger
of Cheboygan handed out certifi-
cates commemorating the walk to
the participants. She has volun-
teered at the event with a group of
friends and acquaintances for the
past seven years. She and her hus-
band were married in 1957, the
same year the bridge opened, and
began volunteering at Mackinac
Bridge events on their 50th anniver-
sary.

The Mackinac Bridge Walk is a
family affair for many of the partic-
ipants.

Brothers Nathan and C. J. Or-
lando, both of Novi, attend the
event with their parents, extended
family, and any close friends who
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ROBERT G. BOYNTON
Real Estate Broker - Certified Appraiser

(906) 643-9006

For Sale
By Owner:
Seven Units, 2 story Apartment building on 7th Street in Harrisonville.
Lot area 10, 390 sq. ft. Total floor area aprox. 5,240 sq. ft.  Consists
of Laundry facility w/2 washers & dryers, soap/bleach vending ma-
chine. 3 Four bedroom, 1 Three bedroom, 1 Two bedroom, & 2 One
bedroom units. All units furnished for employee housing w/kitchen
appliances, bunk & twin beds, dressers, sofas, etc. Full length top
& bottom decks front and back w/white railings. $650,000.00 Great
business opportunity for tourist rentals or employee housing. If in-
terested call 906-847-6206. Can be seen by appointment only.

MACKINAC 
ISLAND

PROPERTY

BAY
PHARMACY
112 South State St., St. Ignace, MI

643-7725
Open 9 to 6 Mon. thru Fri.

CLOSED Saturday 
and Sunday

Now Offering Extended Hours 
Call for Appointment

Dr. David Thurston

906-643-9940
Open Mon. - Fri. 8:30 a.m.
135 Bertrand • St. Ignace

Blue Cross/Blue Shield, PPOM,
Medicare and most 

other insurance accepted!

Thurston 
Chiropractic 

Clinic

Extras: 
Horses Allowed
Paved Street 
Free Standing Fireplace
One Foundation Block
Interior Garage Door Opener
Landscaping Lawn 
Laundry Main Level
Patio/Deck Covered Balcony 

1,520 Square Feet
297’ x 297’ Lot
3 Bedrooms

Detached 2 Car
Garage

MLS ID: 12-1000
$66,500

LISTED BY: GEORGE YSHINSKI

COLDWELL BANKER SCHMIDT REALTORS
(906) 643-8218 or (906) 630-3321 • www.cbgreatlakes.com

St. Ignace Home for Sale

Other Heating:
Baseboard, Electric, Exterior Wood 
Other Rooms:
Game Room, Mud Room, Workshop 
Roof: Asphalt Shingles 
Sewer: Septic 
Water: Drilled Well 
Windows: Double Pane 

E. 422 Gorman Rd.
ST. IGNACE, MI

Custom Made to Order
FREE Estimates
POLARSEAL VINYLREPLACEMENTWINDOWS

10994 N.!Straits Hwy. • Cheboygan, MI 49721
(231) 627-4426 • 1-800-624-0027

Straits Area Glass Inc. Serving the Straits Area
Since 1966

• Store Fronts
• Mirrors
• Auto Glass
• Stained Glass

People With Disabilities Can Also Be Athletes, Say Hand-cyclists Who Make Crossing 
(From left) McKayla Hanson,

Bryan Wilkinson, Doug
Finkbeiner, and Ken Ashard all
hand-cycled across the Mackinac
Bridge before the 57th annual
Mackinac Bridge Walk began
Monday, September 1. The cama-
raderie between the hand-cyclists
and the runners, who also cross
the bridge before the walk begins,
is positive, they said. “Five of the
runners told me ‘Keep pushing!
Keep pushing!’ It’s great motiva-
tion and great encouragement,”
Ms. Hanson said.

Runners make their way across the Mackinac Bridge as the sun
rises Monday, September 1. The Mackinac Bridge Labor Day Run’s
500 participants are determined by lottery. The event is untimed and
is more about enjoying the experience than competing.

Standing atop the south tower of the Mackinac Bridge, Bob Evans
of the Mackinac Bridge Authority determines the traffic density of
walkers. His report determines when the walkers are moved to the
easternmost lane, allowing three lanes to be used for vehicle traffic. 

Bridge: from page 1

Turn to page 10: Bridge



want to join them.
“I think we’re up to about 60 or

70 now,” said Nathan, “if you count
both the hotel and the campground
crew with the extended relations.”

The family tradition began 41

years ago when their mother and
uncles were camping in the area.
They walked the bridge that year
and invited their parents along the
next year.

“We’ve been coming ever since,”
Patricia Orlando, their mother, said,
“and as long as there is a bridge
walk, we’ll keep coming.” 
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• Sawdust for livestock bedding
• Bark & whole chips 

for landscaping and mulch

Office: 906- 484-3926 • Fax 906-484-3844
E-mail: maples@cedarville.net

LUKE JAROCHE - OWNER • PERRY GROOVER - FORESTER

We Buy: • Standing Timber 
• Sawlogs (both roadside and Fob mill)

We Sell:
MEMBER: • Michigan Association of Timberman 

• National Hardwood Lumber Association  • Lake States Lumber Association

“Trees -- Our renewable resource”
Cut River Small Engine Repair

(906) 292-5496
W5367 Cut River Road, Epoufette, MI 49762

Open Tuesday thru Friday. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Saturday 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. • Later by Appointment

*Mail-in rebate offer valid on select models between August 23 - September 7, 2014 at participating dealers. 
Visit your local Husqvarna dealer for complete details. While supplies last.

Let us help you 
with all of your 

medication needs

Rx Health Mart.
PHARMACY

Custom Compounded Medication 
Medical Equipment & Supplies

Ostomy, Diabetic, First Aid & Sports Injury Supplies
Wellness Center • Natural Vitamins & Herbs

127 N. Main • Cheboygan • 800-452-1310
e-mail: modernrx@yahoo.com

PHARMACY
& Wellne s s  Cent er

• • • • • Free In-Town Delivery • • • • •

For Expert Motor Vehicle Service
See

Your 
Dealership
Alternative
All Makes,
All Models

18988 S. Mackinac Trail, Rudyard • 906-478-5331
www.tricountyrudyard.com

Monday - Thursday 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Nationally Recognized, Award Winning Technicians

(BETTER, Because We Have To Be)

Nationwide
Parts &
Service 
Warranty

Call for a FREE Consultation
(231) 625-2100

William L. Keogh, P.C.
Former Assistant Prosecuting Attorney

Complete Criminal Defense • Experienced Trial Attorney
All Felonies and Misdemeanors

HAVING POLICE
PROBLEMS?

www.wlkeogh.com

Thousands Enjoy a Beautiful Morning Stroll on the Mackinac Bridge

More than 30,000 people attended the 57th annual Mackinac Bridge Walk Monday, September 1. The
weather remained clear for  most of the day, until the last group of 30 walkers approached the finish line
in Mackinaw City, when rain began to fall. “They got a little wet,” said Bob Sweeney, executive secretary
for the Mackinac Bridge Authority.

The Fighting Pi, the robotics team of Macomb Academy of Arts and Sciences in Armada, poses at the
bridge walk with Governor Rick Snyder and Pi, a robot representing their mascot. They designed the
robot to accompany Governor Rick Snyder on the Mackinac Bridge Walk Monday, September 1.  The
governor leads the annual walk.

Buses and trolleys transport walkers from Mackinaw City to St.
Ignace as walkers proceed across the bridge. This view during the
event looks northward.

Bridge: from page 9

Moxie Strings will perform at the
first Harvest Moon Dance Friday,
September 5, at the viewing area at
the Headlands International Dark
Sky Park in Mackinaw City from
7:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. The dance

will take place under a large tent.
Follow the signs in the park. There
is no cost to attend and reservations
are not necessary. Refreshments
will be available. The event will
take place rain or shine.

Harvest Moon Dance Is Friday at Park


